Abstract: Historically, NOAA Fisheries has collected information about recreational saltwater fishing effort through the Coastal Household Telephone Survey (CHTS), a random-digit-dial (RDD) survey of coastal county households.  In a 2006 review of recreational fisheries survey methods, the National Research Council (NRC) identified several potential sources of bias in the CHTS and suggested that the assumptions upon which sampling and estimation are based “should be examined and verified so that biases can be properly evaluated.”   To date, The Marine Recreational Information Program has implemented more than 40 pilot studies to address the concerns identified by the NRC.   We will present findings from research projects examining two possible sources of bias in the CHTS; nonresponse error and measurement error.  The results of these projects are being utilized to develop more accurate and efficient surveys of recreational fishing activity.
