F VIDEO NOTES – November 18, 2008

ACTION ITEMS

- Guidance Issued on PETT Interactions (Action: ALL)

Meetings with the President-Elect Transition Team (PETT) have begun, and 

guidance has been issued regarding how to address requests for 

information from and meetings with the Commerce Agency Review Team. 

Please refer to John Oliver’s email of Wednesday, November 19th for 

additional information and appropriate forms.

INFORMATION

- Joint Meeting of Science & Statistical Committees

Last week in Hawaii, members of the Science and Statistical Committees 

from all eight regional fishery management councils met for the first 

time. Discussions included membership criteria, ensuring consistent 

standard operating procedures and how to address the new requirements of 

annual catch limits and accountability measures.

- NEP/NEC 11-15 Program Review

The NOAA Executive Council (NEC) and Executive Panel (NEP) met jointly 

last Friday to review program plans for 2011-2015. A copy of the 

briefing package from the NEP/NEC meeting will be sent to the Leadership 

Council for their information.

- Leadership Council in Silver Spring: December 2-4

The NOAA Fisheries Leadership Council will meet at the Crowne Plaza 

hotel in Silver Spring, Maryland, on December 2nd through the 4th. An 

agenda has been circulated, and Thursday’s session will include a joint 

meeting with leadership from the National Ocean Service.

- Klamath River Dam Removal Agreement Signed

On Thursday, an agreement in principle was signed by Interior Secretary 

Dirk Kempthorne, California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, Oregon 

Governor Ted Kulongoski and PacifiCorp to remove four hydroelectric dams 

on the Klamath River, beginning in 2020. The dam removal would open 300 

miles of salmon habitat. A federal determination will be made in 2012 if 

dam removal is in the public interest, after a scientific assessment of 

removal impacts on water quality and fish habitat.

- Australian Researchers Visit SEFSC

Scientists from Queensland visited the Southeast Fisheries Science 

Center last week to test experimental gear modifications. The 

ex-commercial fishermen have designed a hook guard for longlines.

- Southeast Leaders to Support Mexican Summit in February

Southeast Regional Deputy RA Buck Sutter and Southeast FSC Director 

Bonnie Ponwith will head to Mexico in February to assist the governors 

of six coastal states as they discuss the formation of a body analogous 

to the Gulf of Mexico Alliance.

- Inspector General Officials in NE

Officials from the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) are in the 

Northeast this week for the New England Fishery Management Council 

meeting. They will later meet with staff from the Northeast Region. OIG 

is investigating how stock assessment science is used in management 

decisions.

- Possible Collaborative Opportunities with OAR and ONR

Staff from the Northeast Fisheries Science Center recently held a 

conference call with staff from the NOAA Office of Oceanic & Atmospheric 

Research (OAR) regarding the possible use of autonomous underwater 

vehicles (AUVs) for surveys. The AUVs would be made available by the 

Office of Naval Research (ONR) to investigate sea scallop populations 

and benthic habitat.

