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PPBES (Goal Team, Ecosystem Observations Program)

EOP Monthly Report for December 2008
EOP Support Staff and the Habitat Program to begin development of a new EOP Capability: Habitat Monitoring and Assessments.  The new capability will be proposed in the FY12-16 Program Operation Plan.  EOP Support Staff met with representatives from TPIO to update and refine EOP survey requirements in the Consolidated Observation Requirements List (CORL).  EOP Contact: Steven L. Swartz – Acting EOP Program Manager 301-713-2363 ext 128. 
Economics and Social Sciences
FY09 Commercial Fishery Economic Data Collection Improvement Process 
The final reviews, revisions, and decisions were completed for the spending plans and requests for supplemental funding for all but one Center.  Contacts:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328 and Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

The report, National Assessment of Excess Harvesting Capacity in Federally-Managed Commercial Fisheries, was published as NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-F/SPO-93.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

Voices from the Fisheries Database (VFF Database) Receiving New Interviews
The new VFF Database is beginning to receive donated oral history interviews from the archives of other organizations, e.g., Long Island Traditions, Southern Foodways Alliance, and the New Bedford Working Waterfronts Project.  These can be accessed through the search function on the VFF web site at www.voices.nmfs.noaa.gov. This growing oral history collection will support fisheries social science, historical preservation, and education and outreach efforts. Contact:  Susan Abbott-Jamieson, (301) 713-2328.

2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Groundfish Recreational Fishing Survey
Staff held focus groups in Massachusetts and New Hampshire regarding a draft instrument and continues developing a comprehensive survey for assessing changes in recreational angler behavior under different biological and regulatory scenarios for Northeast groundfish.  Contact:  Sonia Jarvis (301)-713-2328.

International Scientific Activities

International Scientific Issues
ICCAT
ST staff, had assisted F/IA in international efforts that resulted in the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) adopting a plan for the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery, assisted in reviewing and revising the text that tentatively had been approved at the annual ICCAT meeting in November.  The final recommendation (08-05) was published on the ICCAT website in December.  That recommendation is intended to address the severe overfishing problem by improving the management of the level and use of fishing capacity.  Specifically, the plan will:  1) decrease fishing quotas; 2) improve catch monitoring by establishing new catch monitoring and reporting requirements, including an ICCAT regional observer program; 3) limit increases in or reduce fishing capacity; and 4) establish individual quotas for catching vessels over 24 meters length overall.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197. 

Outreach and Education

Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center at University of Maryland Eastern Shore
Staff worked with F/Deputy Assistant Administrator John Oliver to develop a plan for implementing a visiting social scientist position as part of the Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center at University of Maryland Eastern Shore. Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.  

Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

Joint SF and ST Effort to Revise Economic Guidelines in Response to the New MSA Requirements for Economic Information Launched
ST staff and Susan Carrillo (F/SF) initiated a joint SF and ST effort to revise the economic guidelines in response to the new MSA requirements for economic information.  This effort will be part of our strategy to improve the basic economic information that is available for federally managed commercial fisheries.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

Publications
New Publication appears in Marine Policy: 
ST and NEFSC staff published the following: Steinback, S., Wallmo, K., and Clay, P.  2009.  Saltwater sport fishing in the U.S. for food and income:  statistical estimates and policy implications.  Marine Policy. 33:  49-57. Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.  

“The Economic Contribution of Marine Angler Expenditures in the United States, 2006” was published in December as a NOAA Technical Memo.  ST staff met with staff from the Office of Sustainable Fisheries/ Partnerships and Communications Division to develop a communication and outreach plan for distribution of the report. Contact: Sabrina Lovell, (301) 713-2328.

Conferences and Meetings
MRIP For-Hire Review Workshop, December 4, Silver Spring, MD

ST staff attended the meeting to learn more about the issues of survey design and compliance for the for-hire sector. Staff were able to discuss with state representatives the upcoming South Atlantic Recreational Fishing Survey (an economic conjoint survey) being planned in conjunction with the South East Fisheries Science Center. Contact: Sabrina Lovell, (301) 713-2328.
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