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PPBES (Goal Team, Ecosystem Observations Program)

S & T Annual Operating Plan
ST coordinated the development of the Office of Science and Technology’s draft FY09 Annual Operating Plan (AOP).  The AOP provides for the periodic reporting on the progress of key milestones budgeted for the fiscal year.  The milestones are representative of all the Office’s contributions to the (6) major areas: 1) fisheries monitoring and assessment; (2) protected species monitoring and assessment; (3) ecosystems monitoring and assessment; (4) economic and social science monitoring and assessment; (5) climate impacts and adaptation assessment; and (6) data management.  The S&T AOP was critical to the further development of the Ecosystems Observations Program (EOP) and NMFS Annual Operating Plans.  Contact: Mark Chandler (301) 713-2363 ext. 152

Science Quality Assurance

Center for Independent Experts
ST continues to coordinate external peer reviews through the Center for Independent Experts (CIE).  During November, the peer review report was completed for the NWFSC Survey Catchability Workshop, the review of the Navy acoustic models was completed, and funds were allocated for eleven FY09 CIE reviews.  
Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363.
MSRA National Standards

 The first national meeting with representatives from all eight regional fishery management council Scientific and Statistical Committees was held Nov 12-14 in Honolulu, HI. Richard Methot presented introductory material on three NMFS Working Groups involved with methods for making fishing level recommendations, vulnerability evaluation, and updating guidelines on best scientific information available. The SSC workshop covered operating procedures for each SSC and current approaches for making fishing level recommendations to their respective Councils. The workshop was fully successful as a forum for increased dialog among the SSCs. Contact: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.

MSRA National Standard 2
The Advance Notice of Public Rule-making (ANPR) to solicit comments on proposed MSRA National Standard 2 (NS2) revision (published in the Federal Register Document 2008-21837, Category PROPOSED RULES) will remain open until December 18, 2008.  This announcement is open for a 90 day period for public opportunity to provide comments and recommendations for improving the National Standard 2 Guidelines in regard to peer review requirements, role of the SSCs with peer reviews, and SAFE reports.  William Michaels and Richard Methot attended a meeting on 19 November 2008 to address questions on the ANPR from constituents (e.g.,Ocean Conservancy, Marine Fish Conservation Network, EarthJustice, World Wildlife Fund, and Pew).  Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363
Observing Systems
Cost Comparison of Observer Programs
The NOP completed a cost comparison of observer programs using non-confidential information from regional observer programs.  This information was requested by the North Pacific Council to assist in program re-structuring.  The final cost-comparison document was sent to the Council under Dr. Balsiger’s signature.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (713-2363 x109).

NOP Internet 

ST has completed updates to the NOP webpage for one Pacific Islands Region observer program.  Contact: Richard Kupfer (713-2363 x107).

Fisheries Scientific Computer System
ST, NMAO and NEFSC staff completed a 3 day intensive test of FSCS 2.0 operations on board the FSV Bigelow.  The team completed the following modular testing: Electronic inputs using device registration; Operation Event Logger and Builder with and without SCS interface; Total Catch Weight; Catch Processing; Biota Sampling.  While many modules performed as required, the Biota module including protocols continues to require substantial work and testing.  Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713-2328 x164.

Vessel Planning and Coordination

NMFS Vessel Coordination
ST staff worked with regional vessel coordinators to finalize the remaining FY 2009 NOAA Fleet schedule. Additional program days were requested and cost estimates prepared for the Deputy Assistant (Operations). ST4 vessel coordinator began a 3 month detail to the Office of Marine and Aviation Operations to assist in fleet allocation issues, new vessel construction, and outyear budget development. Contact: Allen Shimada and Eric Breuer (301) 713-2363.

Stock Assessments

Regional Stock Assessments

Species Information System
Integrated Ecosystem Assessments
Economics and Social Sciences
Protected Species Valuation Survey
ST staff coordinated with regional staff (AFSC) to develop an experimental design for the Protected Species Valuation Survey. Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.  

2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey
A draft of the 2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey (an economic stated preference survey) was completed this month through the combined efforts of  ST and NEFSC economists. The draft survey instrument will be discussed with two sets of focus groups in early December in New Hampshire and in Massachusetts. The survey focuses on anglers' preferences for Northeast groundfish species (Atlantic Cod, Haddock, Pollack, and Winter Flounder).  Recruiting participants for the focus groups was very successful using email distribution lists and website postings by our state marine fishing agency counterparts in these two states.  Contact: Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328 or Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328. 

2009 South Atlantic Recreational Fishing Survey
ST staff coordinated with the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission and the SEFSC to develop a draft 2009 economic intercept form. The South Atlantic Recreational Fishing Survey will focus on charter boat trips. Contact: Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.
Marine Mammals and Acoustics

NOAA Leads International Correspondence Group on Shipping Noise 
In October, the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) approved the U.S. government's request to form an international correspondence group on the issue of shipping noise impacts on marine mammals and potential mitigating technologies.  NOAA was centrally involved in that request, following several international meetings hosted by NOAA's Ocean Acoustics Program (NMFS Office of Science and Technology).  This month, the U.S. and NOAA were asked by the IMO MEPC to chair this correspondence group and begin developing the terms of reference and work plan; NOAA delegates to the correspondence group include staff from the Office of Science and Technology (NMFS), Office of General Counsel (NOAA), Office of Protected Resources (NMFS), and Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary (NOS).  Contact: Brandon Southall, 301-713-2363 x163.

International Scientific Activities

International Council for the Exploration of the Seas

The theme sessions have been selected for the 2009 ICES annual science conference, to be held in Berlin, Germany in September.  Stephen Brown collaborated with colleagues from Norway and Germany in developing a theme session titled: “Comparative study of climate impact on coastal and continental shelf ecosystems in the ICES area: assessment and management.” The call for papers will be released on the ICES web site in January 2009, with abstracts due April 20, 2009.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.

Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Living Marine Resources

ST staff participated in providing comments from the on the ongoing review by other countries to the US’s proposed revisions to the current Scheme of Scientific Observation during CCAMLR’s annual meeting. ST staff had previously contributed to the drafting of the US proposal to implement an observer code of conduct, improve conflict of interest requirements as well as other measures designed to strengthen the CCAMLR Scheme of Scientific Observations. Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713-2328 x164.

World Wildlife Fund – Central America 
ST staff participated in providing recommendations on the sampling design and observer program sponsored by WWF-Central America. Observers are used to gather scientific information on gear comparison studies using circle hooks to replace “J” hooks in the near shore tuna-billfish longline fishery in Costa Rica, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and El Salvador.  Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713-2328 x164.

Tunas International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic
ST staff provided ongoing recommendations to US delegation during the annual ICCAT meeting regarding the US’s proposal on implementing a national and centralized ICCAT Observer Program. Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713-2328 x164.

ICCAT
ST4 staff participated as scientific advisor of the U.S. delegation to the 16th Special meeting of the International Commission of the Conservation of the Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) held in the city of Marrakech, Morocco, November 14th-24th.  Contact: Guillermo Diaz (301) 713-2363.

Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission
 ST staff provided recommendations to the Pacific Islands Regional Observer Program to conduct IATTC and IOTC Transshipment observer training. The transshipment program was designed and implemented at ICCAT and now it is being extended to the Pacific and Indian oceans area using the same data collection forms and model. Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713-2328 x164.

Observer Training
ST staff coordinated Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission observer training efforts between Pacific Islands Region Observer Program and the NMFS Office of International Affairs.  Contact: Richard Kupfer (713-2363 x107)
Outreach and Education

Board of Visitors Meeting for the Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center, University of Maryland-Eastern Shore (UMES) 
ST staff attended the Board of Visitors Meeting for the Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center at UMES in the capacity of Technical Monitor of the LMRCSC. Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.

Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

Climate Data Modernization 
ST staff presented eight continuation projects and one new NMFS proposal to the NESDIS Climate Data Modernization Program (CDMP) managers and data rescue contractors at the annual Data Access Workshop.  This program improves modernization and utilization of climate-related databases and makes them available on the web to members of the climatological and environmental research and management community.  Contact:  Kenric Osgood (301) 713-2363.
Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center REP Review Committee 
ST staff chaired the NOAA-wide review committee and completed technical review of 26 proposals from the RFP under the Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center. Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328. 

Habitat Assessment Improvement Plan: 

The results of the questionnaire that was distributed to Science Centers, Regional Offices, and Headquarters Offices were received by the HAIP Plan Team and entered for preliminary analysis. These results will be used to identify and prioritize habitat science needs in the HAIP. Drafting of the HAIP document continues. Biweekly conference calls are being held amongst Plan Team members; the next conference call is scheduled for December 3. Contacts: Mary Yoklavich (831) 420-3940, Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363, Kristan Blackhart ((206) 302-2479. 

Habitat Science Team
ST and the Office of Habitat Conservation drafted an FY09 Action Plan that identifies activities to be considered in developing a headquarters team to address habitat science-related issues.  The Plan includes requested support and participation by ST.  The activities under consideration are: developing a Habitat Assessment Improvement Plan (already under way), establishing a program for National Habitat Science Workshops, establishing a habitat science budget alternative process for PPBES (potentially including a new EOP capability for habitat assessments), providing science support for the National Fish Habitat Action Plan’s coastal habitat assessment component, roll-out of the Our Living Oceans – Habitat (OLO-H) document, habitat Science Support for Integrated Ecosystem Assessments, and a collaboration with Sea Grant.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.

National Fish Habitat Action Plan
ST collaborated with the NMFS fishery science centers to develop three Research Opportunities for National Research Council post-docs to work on NFHAP-related projects in the NEFSC, SEFSC, and NWFSC.  Announcements will be posted on the NRC web site in January.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.

Conferences and Meetings
NOAA Fisheries Service Booth at Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, San Francisco, CA, November 21, 2008 
ST staff arranged a booth displaying information about NOAA Fisheries Service Social Science Program, featuring development of data resources and their applications in marine fisheries management.  Contact:  Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328.

Seminar on Valuation Methods for Beach Recreation
ST staff participated in an economic seminar series at EPA's National Center for Environmental Economics on November 20th in Washington, D.C. The seminar focused on valuation methods for beach recreation, comparing different valuation methods. Contact: Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.
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