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PPBES (Goal Team, Ecosystem Observations Program)

EOP Activities

· EOP Support Staff worked with the EGT and other PPBES Program Staff to prepare EOP Program Power Point slides for inclusion in the EGT FY11-FY15 Program Plan presentation for the NEP and NEC, and review and comment on drafts of the EGT FY11-FY15 Program Plan. 
· EOP Staff completed FY11-FY15 Program Change narratives as background for the EGT FY11-FY15 Program Plan, provided EGT with a list of requirement “Priority Drivers,” and reviewed Council, Regional, and Line Office IPLs for consistency with FY11-FY15 Program Plans. 
· EOP Staff prepared responses to Regional MSRA Support questions from OMB, EOP Staff provided F/MB with GPRA and other Program Performance Measures targets and actuals for the FY09 and FY10 budget development, and prepared the FY08 Program Performance Quarter Four Quad Chart
· EOP Staff updated the draft FY09 EOP M-AOP. 
EOP Contact: Steven L. Swartz – EOP Deputy Manager 301-713-2363 ext 128. 


Science Quality Assurance

Center for Independent Experts
· ST
 continues to coordinate external peer reviews through the Center for Independent Experts (CIE).  Three CIE peer reviews were conducted (NERO Shortnose Sturgeon, SEFSC SEDAR 17, SWRO Central Valley Chinook and Steelhead Recovery Plan), and six CIE reports were approved for distribution (SEFSC Loggerhead Turtle and SEDAR 16) during October 2008.  
· Contracts for twelve FY09 CIE reviews have been established.  
· A report has been drafted on the results from a CIE questionnaire survey and recommendation for improving the CIE products.  A second phase of this CIE questionnaire survey is presently being conducted by CIE on reviewer performance.  
Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363.

MSRA National Standard 2

The Advance Notice of Public Rule-making (ANPR) to solicit comments on proposed MSRA National Standard 2 (NS2) revision (published in the Federal Register Document 2008-21837, Category PROPOSED RULES) will remain open until December 18, 2008.  This announcement is open for a 90 day period for public opportunity to provide comments and recommendations for improving the National Standard 2 Guidelines in regard to peer review requirements, role of the SSCs with peer reviews, and SAFE reports.  
Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363. 

USCG Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

ST completed a response to the USCG’s Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The response was a compilation of comments from SF, NOPAT, NOP, and ST that indicated support for the CG’s proposed changes that would add new requirements for stability, watertight integrity, and safety training for commercial fishing vessels.  ST staff met with representatives of the USCG, NMFS Office of Law Enforcement, and NMFS Office of Sustainable fisheries to discuss the USCG’s Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for commercial fishing vessel safety, as well as inter-agency coordination on safety issues and new requirements for safety under the reauthorized MSA.  
Contact: Dennis Hansford, Samantha Brooke (301) 713-2363.

Observing Systems

National Observer Program

ST staff compiled NMFS PR and regional marine mammal handling protocols and submitted to NOPAT members for consideration in development of NOP minimum guidelines for observer training.  Participated in a conference call of the NOPAT’s Electronic Monitoring Committee focused on identifying electronic technologies that could augment observer at sea data collections.  
Contact: Richard Kupfer, Dennis Hansford (301)713-2363.
Vessel Planning and Coordination

Vessel Coordination
ST staff worked with science center coordinators on 2009 Ship Allocation Plan Q2-Q4 buy-back days to achieve NMFS preferred schedule for the remainder of the fiscal year. Separately the ST vessel collaboration site was uploaded with the latest regional and national data files, and a set of business rules to improve communication and coordination between headquarters and regional staff was drafted for discussion and implementation. 
Contact: Allen Shimada or Eric Breurer (301) 713-2363.

Economics and Social Sciences

FY09 Commercial Fishery Economic Data Collection Improvement Process 
 
Spending plans and requests for supplemental funding had been received from all but one Center as of Sept 30.  The proposed FY09 commercial fishery economic data projects were reviewed and summarized, and several Centers revised their submissions and provided additional information based on the review comments.  An initial plan for a broader and coordinated effort to improve the economic data for the PFMC commercial fisheries was developed and revised based on comments from SWFSC and NWFSC economists.  
Contacts:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328 and Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

National Assessment of Excess Harvesting Capacity in Federally-Managed Commercial Fisheries Report
A final copy of the report, National Assessment of Excess Harvesting Capacity in Federally-Managed Commercial Fisheries, which will be NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-F/SPO-93, September 2008, was sent to the SPO.  
Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

Protected Species Valuation Survey 
ST staff coordinated with regional staff (AFSC) to develop an experimental design for the Protected Species Valuation Survey. 
Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328. 

Marine Mammals and Acoustics

NOAA Leads Interagency Task Force on Anthropogenic Sound and the Marine Environment
NOAA's Ocean Acoustics Program (NMFS Office of Science and Technology) chaired an interagency task force operating under the Joint Subcommittee on Ocean Science and Technology.  The task force developed a strategic research plan integrated across all relevant federal agencies on the effects of anthropogenic sound on marine life.  The report, developed to guide agency involvement and research strategies for the next decade on this issue, is in final clearance stages within the Integrated Committee on Ocean Science and Research Management Integration; it is expected to be publicly available very soon. 
 Contact: Brandon Southall, 301-713-2363 x163.
International Scientific Activities

International Meetings

International Fisheries Observer and Monitoring Conference: ST staff continued to work with Oak Management and the International Fisheries Observer and Monitoring Conference Steering Committee in developing the 6th IFOMC scheduled for July 20-24, 2009 in Portland, ME. A call for abstracts has been posted on the website and the process for selecting presenters is underway. The web is accessible at IFOMC.com.  
Contact: Dennis Hansford (301)713-2363.
World Fisheries Congress:  Richard Methot presented an invited talk, “Integrated Analysis: A Scalable Approach to Fish Population Assessment”, in the session on stock assessment methods at the 5th World Fisheries Congress in Yokohama, Japan. Oct 20-24, 2008.  
Contact: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.

International Scientific Issues
ICCAT Fishing Capacity Working Group:  In preparation for the September meeting of the US ICCAT Advisory Committee, ST staff prepared a summary of potential enhancements to the proposal to freeze fishing capacity in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery, which had been prepared by the ICCAT Fishing Capacity Working Group.  Contact: Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tuna
ST staff participated in the following activities. 
· Served as member of the US delegation in the 2008 plenary meeting of the Standing Committee of Research and Statistics (SCRS) in Madrid, Spain (September 29th- October 3rd).

· Participated in the Trilateral meeting between the US, Canada and Mexico to discuss issues related to the upcoming annual ICCAT meeting.  The meeting was held October 10th, in Washington DC.

· Participated and provided science support in the Quadrilateral meeting between the US, Canada, The European Commission, and Japan to discuss issues related to the upcoming ICCAT annual meeting.  The meeting was held October 24th, in Washington DC.

· Participated in the fall meeting of the ICCAT Advisory Committee (IAC) held in Silver Spring, MD (October 26th-28th).  

· Together with International Affairs Office, HMS, General Council, and State Department staff briefed NMFS Assistant Administrator Dr. Balsinger on issues related to ICCAT and the US position for the upcoming annual meeting of ICCAT (October 29th).

Contact: Guillermo Diaz (301) 713-2363.

Information Management

Voices From The Fisheries
ST
 Staff members implemented The Voice From The Fisheries (VFF) system over in production. Since its short time of being live, we have already been receiving positive feedback on the system and its ease of use.  View website at http://voices.nmfs.noaa.gov/ 
Contact:  Glen Taylor at (301)713-2328.

Report to Congress
ST Staff member completed the website for displaying the Report to Congress: Forecast Shortages of Marine Scientists along with the ability to see video footage of an interview with a couple of stock assessment scientists.  
View website at http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/report_congress/  
Contact:  Jaya Neti at (301)713-2328.

Economic and Communities Report
ST Staff member worked with members of the Economics & Social Analysis group in the design and implementation of a web page for posting a series of extremely large documents which are now viewable on the internet.  
Contact:  Jaya Neti at (301)713-2328.

Comparative Analysis of Marine Ecosystem Organization
ST Staff member represented the division up in Woods Hole supporting the final implementation stages of the Comparative Analysis of Marine Ecosystem Organization (CAMEO).  The ST group implemented the Proposal Discussion Forms and provided training to all the panelists on how to use the Knowledge Base module of eGroupWare.  Specifically, we worked in collaboration with Michael Ford and Lora Clarke during this process.

Contact: William S. Roberts or Jaya Neti at (301)713-2328.
Outreach and Education

National Observer Program Website 
To enhance the National Observer Program website, a new “Outreach” page containing observer program annual reports, fact sheets, and press releases was launched.  Information on this page is available to the public. The site address is: http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/ST/nop/outreach.htm.  Completed changes to the American Samoa Observer Program webpage.  
Contact: Samantha Brooke, Richard Kupfer (301)713-2363.

Intra- and Inter-Agency Science Activities

Habitat Assessment Improvement Plan
An HAIP is being developed by a team of habitat scientists, with the purpose of developing a strategy for a NMFS habitat science program.  The model for this effort is the successful Stock Assessment Improvement Plan.  A questionnaire was distributed to the science centers, regional offices, and headquarters offices.  The target is stock assessment scientists, ecosystem scientists, and program directors.  The purpose is to gather information to identify and prioritize science needs for the HAIP. 
Contact: Mary Yoklavich (831) 420-3940, Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363, Kristan Blackhart (206) 302-2479.

Intra- and Inter-Line Office Science Coordination

Observer Cost Information Prepared
ST staff assisted in preparing observer cost information that will be presented to the NPFMC.  
Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

NOAA Oral History Interest Group (NOHIG) May 2009 Workshop Planning Initiated
ST staff, working with NMFS's HQ/SF and NEFSC staff, and with NOAA's Preserve America Program staff, initiated planning for the May 2009 NOAA Oral History Workshop to be held in Silver Spring for NOAA staff currently involved in research projects that use oral history as a component of data collection.  Goals of the workshop include training in oral history methods and developing standards for oral history data collection for NOAA projects.  
Contact: Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328. 

Publications

Paper Published in North American Journal of Fisheries Management
ST staff published article entitled "Catch-and-release fishing:  A comparison of stated and actual behavior of saltwater anglers" in the North American Journal of Fisheries Management 28(5), co-authored with Brad Gentner. 
Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.

Our Living Oceans - Resources
Reviews of the draft document were completed with approval from Dr. Murawski's office and remaining edits were made before sending the document to the Scientific Publications Office for final pre-press work. Publication is slated for the first quarter of 2009. 
Contact: Kristan Blackhart (206) 302-2479.

Conferences and Meetings

INFORMS 2008 Conference, Washington, DC
ST staff gave a presentation, ‘The Expected Value of More Informative Observations in Presence-Absence Studies,’ describing ongoing work in adaptive management of protected species habitat.  
Contact: David Tomberlin (301) 713-2328.

Poster to be Presented at 16th International Conference on Aquatic Invasive Species April 2009
ST staff  have had a poster titled “Analyzing the Economic Benefits of Regulating Ships’ Ballast Water Discharges” accepted for presentation at the 16th International Conference on Aquatic Invasive Species in Montreal, April 2009. It is co-authored by Sabrina Lovell (ST) and Lisa Drake (SAIC).  
Contact: Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.

Miscellaneous Activities


Department of Commerce Gold Medal
Commerce Secretary Gutierez announced that ST scientist Dr. Rick Methot will receive the 2008 Department of Commerce gold medal for development of the Stock Synthesis 2 assessment package.  Using standardized methodology and uniquely applicable to many species, SS2 is replacing models developed for specific species.  The Magnuson-Stevens Re-authorization Act of 2006 requires the Department to establish catch quotas for all U.S. fisheries by 2011, and SS2 is ideally suited to forecasting annual fish catch limits or quotas.  In 2005, SS2 was used to assess 19 west coast groundfish stocks, double those completed the previous year.  In 2007, its use expanded to Alaska groundfish and California pelagic fish, and internationally to Australian groundfish and highly migratory Pacific tunas. Contact: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.
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