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PPBES (Goal Team, Ecosystem Observations Program)

Final FY12 EOP Alternatives
ST4 completed five final FY12 EOP alternatives: fish stock assessment, habitat assessment, marine spatial planning, animal-borne sensors (integrated with ERP), and observers.  Contacts: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365, Stephen Brown, Samantha Brooke (301) 713-2363.
Science Quality Assurance

Review Panel 
The Office of Science & Technology assisted the Pacific Fishery Management Council’s Scientific and Statistical Committee by providing a scientist to participate on the STAR panel to review assessments for yelloweye rockfish and greenstriped rockfish.  Contact: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.
Review of NMFS Strategic Plan for Fisheries Research

As a part of an inter-office review in preparation for the development of a new Strategic

Plan for Fisheries, ST7 reviewed the Environmental and Anthropogenic Effects sections of the 2007 document to review and recommend changes, deletions, or augmentations that could be made to the text to meet the needs of the Administration.  Contact: Suzanne Bolton (301) 713 2363 x 122

OLO Habitat 
Working with ST4, ST7 reviewed and assisted in a rewrite of language in the OLO Habitat report that was found to be objectionable to the aquaculture industry.  We expanded the effort to ensure that sections that included aquaculture were based on careful documentation. Contact:  Suzanne Bolton (301) 713 2363 x 122

Observing Systems
Fisheries Information System
The FIS FOSS team continued working on wrapping up the Spiral I project, developing documentation, cleaning up system environment, and establishing a new system environment for FOSS pilot release. There is no current environment for this release. A server has been purchased and it is expected to be delivered sometime in September. 

While working on wrapping up Spiral I project, the technical team proceeded onto the next steps (Spiral II and on) planning task. A draft FOSS User Scenario, Spiral Development and Milestone plan has been developed. These documents have been submitted to the FIS management team for review. The staff members have also drafted the memo for the program director to send out to PMT members to solicit a new FOSS PSG membership. The team has received some responses. A memo will be drafted for the Office Director to send out to the field office directors for their endorsement of the FOSS PSG and commitment of their staff’s time supporting FIS FOSS project. Contact: Tina Chang (301)713-2328
Marine Recreational Information Program
ST staff took the lead in finalizing a report titled "/Characterization of Rod and Reel Highly Migratory Species Fisheries in the U.S. South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico/."  This project was conducted under MRIP by the HMS Work Group which is chaired by ST staff.  The report presents results of a telephone survey with over 5,000 HMS permit holders from North Carolina through Texas.  Contact: Ron Salz 301-713-2328
ST staff completed development of the "Large Pelagics Survey Handbook." The purpose of this handbook is to document in a single location all of the various tasks associated with implementation of the Large Pelagics Survey. It is primarily intended for internal use within the Fisheries Statistics Division (F/ST1), although it may also be used as a reference by our partners, constituents, and contractors. Contact: Ron Salz 301-713-2328
Staff members have continued working on the MRIP Angler Registry project. The team has worked with the Government Printing Office (GPO), NOAA Office of Chief Administrative Office (CAO) Logistics Management Branch, NOAA Acquisition and Grants Office (AGO) External Clients Acquisition Division and NMFS Office of Management and Budget (OMB) personnel to facilitate establishment of a contract vehicle for Angler Registry services. Staff members have also researched and facilitated demonstrations of 3rd party data reconciliation, address validation and reverse lookup phone append software/services. A decision was made to purchase through the GSA schedule for data reconciliation, address validation and reverse lookup phone append software/services from Pitney Bowes for the Angler Registry. Contact: Scott Sauri and/or Tina Chang (301)713-2328
National Observer Program Advisory Team (NOPAT) Meeting
The NOPAT met during the first week of August in Seattle, WA.  Primary topics of discussion included the budget, catch share monitoring programs, standards of conduct, confidentiality regulations, safety, and the upcoming electronic monitoring conference.  Contact: Samantha Brooke, 713-2363 x109; Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217; Catherine Purcell, 713-2363 x157.

Marine Safety Trainers Course 

ST staff in conjunction with the Southeast Observer Program at the Galveston Laboratory sponsored a marine safety train the trainers’ course. The course was held August 4 – 9, 2009 and combined marine safety instructor’s (MSIT) certification (40 hours) with a refresher course (24 hours).  There were three participants for the MSIT certification and four for the refresher course.  Contact: Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217
Fisheries Scientific Computing System
ST staff presented a talk on the Fisheries Scientific Computing System (FSCS) and demonstrated how this application and associated electronic devices could be used  by observer programs to increase data quality and efficiency at the Observer Electronic Monitoring Conference held in Boulder, CO August 26 and 27, 2009. Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713-2363.

Vessel Planning and Coordination

Procurement and Planning

FSV Bell M. Shimada successfully completed 2 Builder’s Trails in early June and July, and the Final Acceptance Trial on August 28th.  Outstanding mechanical and construction issues must be addressed before NOAA will formally receive delivery, now projected for November 2009. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138
Fishery Survey Vessel 6 (David Starr Jordan Replacement)
ST4 staff prepared a FSV6 Naming Package, with SWFSC’s fist name choice and supporting documentation, for consideration at the August Meeting of the Fleet Council.   NMFS’s nomination was unanimously endorsed by the Council, and a separate decision memo and naming package was prepared for the NOAA Under Secretary.  There is a possibility for a decision before the September 15th groundbreaking of the new La Jolla Laboratory and the announcement made at that time. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138.

Fleet Allocation Plan
ST4 continued work with Fishery Science Center Vessel Coordinators and OMOA staff to refine the final FY10 sailing schedule and identify program buyback DAS.  FY11 requests for NOAA ship time were received and scored by a revised weighting and six PPBES/OMAO matrix prioritization criteria.  Contact: Allen Shimada or Eric Breuer (301) 713-2363.

Stock Assessments

Natural Mortality Workshop

A workshop sponsored by the NMFS Assessment Methods Working Group was held in Seattle on Aug 11-13.  The workshop explored current and potential methods for estimation of the natural mortality of fish, including examination of the age structure of the fish population, life history correlates, and ecosystem based food web studies.  Contact Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.
Integrated Ecosystem Assessments
ST4 has funded the NOS Center for Coastal Monitoring and Assessment’s Biogeography Program to develop a series of products for the Coastal Component of the NFHAP 2010 National Assessment.  These include a digital geospatial framework, a functional spatial framework for coastal waters of Alaska, Hawaii, and U.S. Caribbean and Pacific Territories, a database of indicators of coastal habitat conditions linked to the spatial framework, and analytical products for the 2010 National Fish Habitat Assessment.  ST4 has also funded post-docs to work on this project at the NEFSC and NWFSC.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.
National Fish Habitat Action Plan
ST4 has funded the NOS Center for Coastal Monitoring and Assessment’s Biogeography Program to develop a series of products for the Coastal Component of the NFHAP 2010 National Assessment.  These include a digital geospatial framework, a functional spatial framework for coastal waters of Alaska, Hawaii, and U.S. Caribbean and Pacific Territories, a database of indicators of coastal habitat conditions linked to the spatial framework, and analytical products for the 2010 National Fish Habitat Assessment.  ST4 has also funded post-docs to work on this project at the NEFSC and NWFSC.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.

Habitat Assessment Improvement Plan
The HAIP team completed a new draft of the Plan, which was distributed to NMFS science centers, regional and headquarters offices, fishery management councils, and fishery management commissions for external review.  Comments are due back to the team on September 11.  Contacts: Mary Yoklavich (831) 420-3940, Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.

Economics and Social Sciences
Economic Contribution of Marine Angler Expenditures to State Economies Brochures Prepared for 8 States

Staff prepared state-specific brochures describing the economic contribution of marine angler expenditures to state economies for 8 states who requested them (NH, MA, DE, GA, AL, MS, LA, TX). The brochure describes 2006 trip expenditures (by mode and resident status), durable good expenditures, and economic impacts (in jobs, total sales, and value-added. Contact: Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.

Voices from the Fisheries Database (VFF DB) and Web Site Phase 2 Revisions and Upgrades Underway:  VFF DB and web site revisions and upgrades are underway.  Major improvements to the database search engine, reports functions, and web site information are being undertaken as a joint ST5/ST6 effort.  The VFF DB inventory of fisheries oral history interviews has grown to more than 250.  Contact:  Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328. 

2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey: 
The 2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey (an economic stated preference survey) is still in the field. The survey focuses on angler tradeoff behavior for different management programs for Northeast ground fish species (Atlantic Cod, Haddock, Pollack). Contact: Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328.

Marine Ecosystems
NMFS National Ecosystem Modeling Workshop
The 2nd National Ecosystem Modeling Workshop (NEMoW II) was held August 25-27, 2009 in Annapolis, MD.  Over 40 people, primarily from NMFS but with representatives from other NOAA line offices and some external experts, participated.  The workshop centered on national ecosystem modeling standards of use and review; focusing on how to handle uncertainties in models, utilization of strategic model output and advice, and development of ecosystem model review venues and protocols.  Contact:  Kenric Osgood 301-713-2363 

International Scientific Activities

International Meetings

ST7 staff — Margaret M. McBride, who serves through an Intergovernmental Personnel Action between NOAA Fisheries and the Institute of Marine Research (IMR) in Bergen, Norway — participated at a series of  meetings during June 2009 to address international scientific issues  including the: 2009 Ecosystem Studies of Sub-Arctic Seas (ESSAS) Annual Science Meeting — 18th and 19th , Seattle, WA; ESSAS Scientific Steering Committee (SSC) 2009 Annual Meeting — 17th and 20th , Seattle, WA; and 3rd Global Ocean Ecosystem Dynamics (GLOBEC) Open Science Meeting — 22nd through 26th, Victoria, BC, Canada.  ESSAS research is conducted through a circum-polar international collaboration of scientists with focus to advance understanding of how climate change will affect marine ecosystems of the Sub-Arctic Seas and their sustainability. The goal of the ESSAS project is to compare, quantify and predict the impact of climate variability on the productivity and sustainability of Sub-Arctic marine ecosystems. GLOBEC research is focused on how global change will affect the abundance, diversity and productivity of marine populations comprising a major component of oceanic ecosystems, and aims to advance understanding of the structure and functioning of the global ocean ecosystem, its major subsystems, and its response to physical forcing so that a capability can be developed to forecast the responses of the marine ecosystem to global change.  Contact:  margaret.mcbride@imr.no; 011 47 55 23 69 59

RUSALCA Cruise 
Sue Moore is participating in a trilateral cruise RUSALCA (Russia, Alaska, Canada) Cruise, for all of September 2009, to provide a survey of seabirds and marine mammals coordinated with physical and biological sampling extending from Siberian to Alaskan coastlines.  This is the first time a survey of higher-trophic species has been included in the RUSALCA research activities.  Contact:  Michelle McClure 301-713-2363.
Information Management

Centralized User Security API Package
Members of ST6 have been working on the Centralized User Security API Packages. The Centralized User Package allows the ability for users to have a single login for all applications that use these packages. It will promote enterprise user application account management, process and standards. It can also be utilized by other data management programs. This effort also addresses recent IT security requirements and it also responds to the recommendations that OIG made during our system security evaluations. ST6 Members will start testing this package and implement this package into new ST applications. Contact: Tina Chang (301) 713-2328
Fishery-Independent Survey System (FINSS) Build I

ST6 Members have completed the web app implementation for FINSS build I: Protected Resource species Incremental Take (PRIT). The technical team has been working with PRIT program lead and the working group members to assess user requirements, discuss business cases, design the system  and build the interfaces for PR users to record incidental takes on line. ST6 members have also integrated the Centralized User Management to authenticate/authorize FINSS-PSIT users. FINSS is currently on the test server. PR group will test this application, and it will be released to production soon. Contact: Tina Chang (301) 713-2328
Geographical Information System (GIS)
ST6 Members have organized a successful NMFS GIS Committee Technical Webinar. Dr. Paula Moreno from the NMFS Mississippi Lab presented on “Building animal abundance models using GIS/GAM/DSM: a predictive tool.” Total online attendance from across NMFS and NOAA was around 25.  The final report on the project is now available on the Technical Memorandum at http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/ecogis. Contact: Tim Haverland and/or Tina Chang (301) 713-2328
ST Database and System Management  

ST6 System Team members have upgraded the databases for increased functionality and security. ST6 Members have upgraded new Oracle software (APEX3.2 in 11g database) on Manta, our test server. The key features, such as Oracle Form (legacy) conversion and web security enhancement are included in this new version. The ST 6 system team continued providing support to the Office and monitoring and maintaining systems and databases to keep programs and databases running seamlessly. They are also constantly applying system and database security patches to keep our system secure. Contact: Tina Chang (301) 713-2328
CAMEO Grants and Proposals Tracking System

ST6 Members have received some new requirements and bug fixes from CAMEO users. These bug fixes and enhancements have been successfully implemented by the ST6 Team and are now being tested in a test environment. Once testing is complete ST6 members will release version 2.0.2 of the application to the production server. Contact: William Roberts and/ or Tina Chang (301) 713-2328
NOAA Fisheries Committee on Scientific Stature (NFCSS)

ST6 NFCSS Team has successfully delivered the first phase of NFCSS. This application supports the annual scientist promotion program. It will be used to collect, evaluate, and select Fisheries scientist nominations as well as support the committee members for evaluations. The next release will be scheduled at the end of September. Contact: Tina Chang (301) 713-2328
Outreach and Education

Meeting with Ocean Conservancy
NOP Staff met with Ocean Conservancy staff (Vicki Cornish and Chris Robbins) to discuss the current state of electronic monitoring (EM) within NMFS, as well as potential future applications of EM to observer programs.  The upcoming NOP workshop on EM ring was discussed.  The Ocean Conservancy requested a copy of the workshop report.  Contact: Samantha Brooke, 713-2363 x109; Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217.
Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

NMFS Observer Program Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) Information Collection Request (ICR) Submitted for OMB Review in Early August  
ST staff submitted the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) information collection request (ICR) for OMB review covering all information subject to the PRA that NMFS observer programs collect.  ST5 staff had the lead for completing the ICR and worked closely with the National Observer Program, the regional observer programs, and  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1the NOAA PRA Clearance Officer to complete this critical milestone.  All NMFS observer programs collect information that is subject to the PRA and that in some cases had not gone through the required PRA review and approval process.  That information includes:  (1) standardized questions of fishing vessel captains/crew or fish processing plant managers/staff, which include gear and performance questions, safety questions, and trip costs, crew size and other economic questions; (2) questions asked by observer program staff/contractors to plan observer deployments; (3) forms that are completed by observers and that fishing vessel captains are asked to review and sign; (4) questionnaires to evaluate observer performance; (5) information used to ensure that the data for a specific trip are not provided to an individual (e.g., fisherman) who does not have authority to obtain that data under the confidentiality requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) and/or the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA); and (6) information on reimbursement forms.  Gaining approval to continue to collect such information is a high priority for NMFS because it is used to operate observer programs effectively, efficiently, and safely, as well as to meet NMFS stewardship responsibilities that cannot be met solely with information collected through direct observations.  Contacts:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328 and Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

Coordinated Effort by NMFS Economists and Other Social Scientists to Develop a Short List of Performance Measures for the Catch Share Budget Initiative  
ST5 has initiated a coordinated effort by NMFS economists and other social scientists to develop a short list of performance measures for the catch share budget initiative and a more complete set of performance measures that can be used in meeting the MSA requirements for periodic reviews of limited access privilege program (LAPPs) and potentially other types of catch share programs.  That effort will include identifying the improvements to data and analysis programs that will be necessary to generate the selected performance measures, the time and resources necessary to make those improvements and generate the initial estimates for the selected performance measures, and the impediments to those improvements.  ST will work with F and SF to encourage the regional fishery management councils and Regional Offices to implement any data reporting requirements that are necessary to use the selected performance measures.  Contact:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328.

Joint ST and PIFCS Effort Begun to Improve Economic Data Programs for Pacific Island Commercial Fisheries
ST5 and PIFSC staff began a joint effort to improve the economic data programs for Pacific Island commercial fisheries.  They are focusing on using existing data collection programs (e.g., logbooks and creel surveys) to collect economic data.  ST5 staff will assist in preparing the PRA information collection request to add a small number of economic questions to the creel surveys conducted by the American Samoa Dept of Marine and Wildlife Resources, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands Division of Fish and Wildlife, and the Guam Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

Publications
Fisheries Economics of the U.S. 2007 Nearing Completion  
A draft version of Fisheries Economics of the U.S. 2007 (FEUS 2007) will be ready for review during 1st Q FY2010 and available on-line. Contact:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328.
National Bycatch Report
 The National Bycatch Report executive team met for one week in Silver Spring, MD to review Office of Science and Technology edits to the draft report.  Action items and a timeline for completion were identified.  Contact: Samantha Brooke, 713-2363 x109
Conferences and Meetings
2009 Joint Statistical Meetings, Washington, DC, August 2-6, 2009
ST staff attended the 2009 Joint Statistical Meetings in Washington, DC, August 2-6. The conference is the largest gathering of statisticians held in North America and featured presentations of the latest techniques and ideas. Contact: Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328.
IFOMC Steering Committee Meeting

ST staff facilitated a conference call with the International Fisheries Observer and Monitoring Committee steering committee to discuss preparations for the conference proceedings. The steering committee anticipates reviewing draft proceedings by November 2009. Additional discussions included determining guidelines for submission of proposals form the next potential conference host i.e., Denmark, Peru, or Cameroon.  Contact: Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217, Teresa Turk 713-2362 164, Catherine Purcell 713-2362 x157.

Electronic Monitoring Workshop

ST staff coordinated an Electronic Monitoring Workshop August 26 – 27 in Boulder, CO. The purpose of the workshop is to bring together Committee members other agency experts to: 
· Agree on how the EMC should be governed. 

· Identify and describe how EM technologies are currently being deployed (and planned on being deployed) across NMFS regions in support of Observer Programs. 
· Develop a set of minimum critical needs that seem to be consistent across regions and across observer programs. 

· Develop a report that articulates the next actions required to advance the EM initiative

Contacts: Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217, Teresa Turk 713-2362 164, and Catherine Purcell 713-2326 x157.
Office of Science and Technology Personnel

Rosemary Kosaka, ST5 analyst and economist has transferred to the SWFSC  
Rosemary Kosaka, ST5 analyst and economist, has transferred to the SWFSC to work with the economic and social analysis group under Dr. Cindy Thomson at the Santa Cruz facility.  Rosemary joined the ST5 staff after completing a one year Knauss Fellowship in ST5. Her last day of work in ST5 was August 22, 2009. She will begin in Santa Cruz September 14.  Contact:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328. 
Kirsten Larsen Joins ST4
After a multi-year stint as Special Assistant to the NMFS Chief Scientist, Steve Murawski, and ~3months away on maternity leave, Kirsten returned to ST as a fisheries biologist.  She began her career with NMFS in ST, briefly splitting her time as a Sea Grant fellow between ST4 and ST7 before moving on to her Special Assistant position.  She has been working on several projects, primarily involving habitat.  She is in cube #12423.  Contact: Stephen Brown, Kirsten Larsen (301) 713-2363.
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