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Observing Systems
Marine Recreational Information Program
National Saltwater Angler Registry Program Launched:  Final actions required to activate the National Saltwater Angler Registry were completed.  The Registry web registration portal was activated at 5:30 pm on December 31st, and the telephone registration process was activated at 4:00 am on January 1st.  A news release was issued on December 30, and there has been substantial press coverage.   A total of 15,341 registrations have been issued as of noon on January 5th. Sixty-nine of the registrations are for-hire vessels and the remainder are individual anglers.  Of the total, 10,569 or 69% were issued via the website. Contact: Gordon Colvin (301) 713 2328
Vessel Planning and Coordination

Procurement and Planning

Fishery Survey Vessel 3: NOAA Ship Pisces was commissioned on November 6, 2009 in Pascagoula MS. Contact Allen Shimada (301) 713-7672.
Fishery Survey Vessel 4: ST staff worked with the NWFSC and SWFSC vessel coordinators to identify NMFS headquarters funding of the Fish Handling System (FHS) and a marine mammal chaseboat and davit with Bell M. Shimada CO and Oak Management COTR.  FY10 EASA funds are identified for the FHS procurement, and a potential funding of the MIRANDA davit system in FY11.  A meeting was held with the Silver Spring AGO to alert them to the upcoming procurement action. Contact Allen Shimada (301) 713-7672.

Fishery Survey Vessel 5 (SEFSC Shallow-draft): The FY2011 OMB Passback did not include the $64M PAC request.  OMAO is undertaking a review of options, which include requesting that OMB provide $3M for FSV5 planning in FY11 and a new bid for construction funds in FY12. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-7672.

FSV Operations
NOAA Fleet Allocation Plan: The Fleet Working Group continued a post-mortem review of the FY11 Fleet Allocation Process (Matrix), a joint meeting with Line Office General Counsel was held to vet the application of the Legislative Mandate Criteria in project scoring.  The initial FY11 draft schedule, based on the matrix rankings, was distributed to the FWG for review. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363.
Economics and Social Sciences
Proposals Submitted for Commercial and Recreational Fisheries Economic Data Collection and Research, and Sociocultural Data Collection and Research:  The Science Centers submitted (1) proposals for commercial fisheries economic data collection programs, and economic research, community / sociocultural data collection and research, and recreational fisheries economic data collection and research; (2) spending plan for FY10 to use the commercial economic data collection funds that were permanently transferred to the Science Centers (Regions); and (3) updates on projects and programs that had been funded under the Economics and Social Science initiative.  The initial reviews and interactions with the Centers were completed in preparation for the funding decisions that will be based on the FY10 budget.  Contact:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328.

NOAA Blue Ribbon Panel on Habitat Economics, December 16-17, Rosslyn, VA:  ST economists served on the NOAA Blue Ribbon Panel on Habitat Economics.  The Panel was held Dec. 16 - 17 in Rosslyn, VA.  Contact:  Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.
Surveys and Data Collection Projects
2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey: The 2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey (an economic stated preference survey) is still in the field. The survey focuses on angler tradeoff behavior for different management programs for Northeast ground fish species (Atlantic Cod, Haddock, Pollack). Contact: Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328.

2010 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey: Staff held focus groups in Baltimore, MD regarding a draft instrument and continues developing a comprehensive economic stated preference survey for assessing changes in recreational angler behavior under different biological and regulatory scenarios for summer flounder, black sea bass, scup, and several other species.  Contact:  Sonia Jarvis (301)-713-2328.

Marine Mammals and Acoustics

Marine Mammal Handling Guidelines: ST4 and the NOPAT drafted a review of existing observer program practices for marine mammal handling. The NOPAT intends to use this document to ensure a consistent approach to training observers about marine mammal handling protocols.  The document was also provided to the Science Centers, as background for each Centers’ application for incidental take of marine mammals under the MMPA. Contact: Samantha Brooke (713-2363 x 109).
International Scientific Activities

International Agreements

Major Large Marine Ecosystem Recovery Agreement.  The Large Marine Ecosystem program of NOAA-Fisheries has been providing scientific and technical assistance to the Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem project underway by China and Korea.  In mid-December of 2009, China and Korea approved a Strategic Action Plan for the YSLME that commits both governments to a large scale effort to reduce fishing effort by 30% before 2020 and improve coastal water quality with a 20% reduction by 2020 in coastal point source pollution.  The goal of the Strategic Action Plan is based in part on NOAA's 5-module approach to assess and manage LME productivity, fish and fisheries, pollution and ecosystem health, to achieve sustainable socioeconomic benefits and protect the YSLME under the terms of a joint China-Korea YSLME Commission for protecting ecosystem goods and services.  The goal of the strategic action plan is to protect the "ecosystem carrying capacity" of the Yellow Sea to ensure sustainable ecosystem services that promote production of sea food, nutrient absorption, and carbon sequestration. Contact:  Kenneth Sherman (Kenneth.Sherman@NOAA.gov).

International Scientific Issues
F/IA Assisted in Preparing Data Request to Obtain Estimates of Commercial Fishing Vessel Fuel Usage for OECD COFI:  Staff assisted F/IA in preparing the data request that Steve Murawski sent to Center Directors and Regional Administrators in order to obtain the estimates of commercial fishing vessel fuel usage that were requested by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development Committee for Fisheries (OECD COFI).  President Obama and other G20 leaders met in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in September of this year and agreed among other things to "phase out and rationalize over the medium term inefficient fossil fuel subsidies while providing targeted support for the poorest."  The leaders also identified the OECD as an intergovernmental organization which could assist the G20 on economic analysis of its various initiatives.  Contacts:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328 and Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

Voices from the Fisheries Website Phase 2 Improvements Deployed: ST staff completed Phase 2 improvements to the Voices from the Fisheries Website (http://voices.nmfs.noaa.gov) enhancing the search application, expanding the kinds of files that can be uploaded to now include digital video, digital audio, still photos, and PDF, and updating other information about the Voices from the Fisheries Project.   Contacts:  Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328 and Tina Chang (301) 713-2328.
Publications
National Bycatch Report: ST4 staff initiated review of the draft National Bycatch Report by NMFS leadership.  The 30 day review period ends January 22, 2010.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (713-2363 x 109), Catherine Purcell (713-2363 x 157).
NOP Annual Report: The NOP annual report, which contains budget information and success stories from the national and regional observer programs, was published (available on the NOP site: http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/st4/nop/outreach.html).  This report is frequently requested by constituents, and serves as a resource for the regional observer programs.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (713-2363 x 109).

Our Living Oceans – Resources (6th Edition):  The completed report has been at the contract printer since November 2009 and is currently undergoing a third round of copy proofs.  Approximately 1/3rd of the requested changes remain incompleted.  A new estimate of delivery of the finished report is expected by late January 2010. Contact: Kristan Blackhart (206-302-2479).
Conferences and Meetings
ST staff facilitated a Large Pelagics Survey Data Review meeting in Silver Spring. The primary purpose of this meeting was to review Large Pelagics Intercept and Telephone Survey procedures, data, and preliminary estimates with our contractors, field supervisors, state and federal partners. Contact: Ronald Salz (301) 713-2328.
Marine Fish Conservation Network: ST4 staff met with the Marine Fish Conservation Network to discuss national and regional observer programs, observer program costs per day at sea, electronic monitoring, and the National Bycatch Report.  Contact: Chris Rilling (713-2363 x 171), Samantha Brooke (713-2363 x 109).
Office of Science and Technology Personnel

Steve Koplin  retired from Federal Service on December 31. 
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