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Legislation
Magnuson-Stevens Reauthorization Act  
Congressional Bills

Other Scientific Congressional Issues

PPBES (Goal Team, Ecosystem Observations Program)

Center for Independent Experts: 

ST continues to coordinate external peer reviews through the Center for Independent Experts (CIE).  A CIE peer review was completed for the STAR Pacific hake review, and CIE reports were reviewed and approved for two reviews: PIFSC longline impact on turtles and NERO shortnose sturgeon. Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363.
MSRA National Standard 2: 

A summary of the public submissions from the Advanced Notice of Public Rulemaking for National Standard 2 (NS2) was presented to the Council Coordination Committee.  The NS2 work group drafted the proposed rule for revising the NS2 guidelines.  Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363.
Science Quality Assurance

Center for Independent Experts

Scientific Policies

Observing Systems
Marine Recreational Information Program

Project proposals from the four work groups (Survey Design and Analysis, Data Management and Standards, For-Hire, and Highly Migratory Species) were submitted to the Operations Team February 27.  Evaluations for funding projects will be completed by March 15.  Contact: Rob Andrews (301) 713-2328.
Electronic Monitoring: 

ST staff facilitated a conference call for the National Observer Program Advisory Team’s Electronic Monitoring Committee. The committee focused on defining the scope of the proposed electronic workshop scheduled for late summer-early fall. Contact: Dennis Hansford (301)713-2363 x217 and John Childers (858) 546-7192.
Confidentiality: 

ST staff met with GC/F to review options for releasing observer data. The focus of the meeting was to consider various options for releasing observer data, under a Freedom Of Information Act request. At issue, whether the guidance in MSRA, which may allow for a release of aggregated data, is sufficient so not to reveal identity of a business and also which types of information may be released back to the vessel owner.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (301) 713-2363 x109 and Dennis Hansford (301)713-2363 x217.
NOAA AUV Work Group: 

ST staff collaborated with NOS in the development of an AUV presentation entitled “AUV’s for Ocean Stewardship: An update on NOAA’s Mission” for the Unmanned Maritime Systems Conference.  Reviewed and provided editorial comments for the draft NOAA AUV Roadmap report.  Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363.
Vessel Planning and Coordination

Vessel Coordination: 

BUSINESS RULES FOR INTERNAL PLANNING AND ALLOCATION OF NMFS DAYS-AT-SEA completed for ST presentation to science deputies. ST staff is participating in database development with the Fishery-Independent Survey Inventory Working Group to define common data terms and business rules for mutual data calls and data management. The NOAA Fleet Working Group has updated FY2009 Fleet Allocation Plan (FAP) and prepared Draft #2 of FY2010 FAP to be sent to regional vessel coordinators. ST staff continues on detail to OMAO and drafted a new "Service Agreement" template for documenting Line Office payments for additional program science Days At Sea. Development of a validated and transparent OMAO Cost Model continues. Contact: Allen Shimada and Eric Breuer. (301) 713-2363.
Stock Assessments

Economics and Social Sciences
Voices from the Fisheries Handbook Completed:  Staff completed the new Voices from the Fisheries Handbook: Preserving Local Knowledge, Linking Generations, and Improving Environmental Literacy.  The new handbook guides teachers and others through the process of creating and carrying out marine fisheries-focused oral history projects. It will be available to the public as a PDF download from both our Voices from the Fisheries and Local Fisheries Knowledge Project websites.  Contact: Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328.
New State-Specific Brochures Being Developed Summarizing Results from “The Economic Contribution of Marine Angler Expenditures in the US, 2006”:  ST5 is planning to produce state-specific brochures with a short summary of results from “The Economic Contribution of Marine Angler Expenditures in the US, 2006”.  These will be distributed to the states for their use in promoting the study results.  Emails were sent to all the states asking if they were interested in receiving the brochures. A majority of states responded positively. Contact: Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.

Surveys and Data Collection Projects
2009 MRFSS Economic Add-on Intercept Form and Interviewer Instructions Finalized: ST5 economists worked with ST1 staff and Macro International to finalize the 2009 MRFSS economic add-on intercept form and interviewer instructions.  The economic add-on interviews will begin March 1, with Wave 2 of the MRFSS.  Brochures to be handed out to anglers by the MRFSS interviewers were also created by ST5 to describe the goals of the economic surveys. Contacts: Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328 and Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328.

Marine Mammals and Acoustics

Joint Sub-committee on Ocean Science and Technology (JSOST) releases Inter-agency Task Force on Antropogenic Sound and the Marine Environment:  

NOAA's Ocean Acoustics Program (NMFS Office of Science and Technology) chaired a U.S. federal inter-agency task force operating under the Joint Subcommittee on Ocean Science and Technology, the purpose of which was to develop a strategic research plan for the U.S. federal government on addressing and mitigating the effects of anthropogenic sound on marine life.  The report is now publicly available <http://ocean.ceq.gov/about/docs/iatf_finalreport_09.pdf> and hard copies of the full text and the executive summary are available on request.  Contact: Brandon.Southall@noaa.gov, 301-713-2363 x163.

International Scientific Activities

Observer Training: 

NOAA Fisheries and the Senegal Ministry of Fisheries in coordination with the US Navy's African Partnership Station (APS) jointly conducted fisheries observer training from February 3-11, 2009 in Dakar, Senegal. Thirty-five Senegalese fisheries observers, two W. African graduate students, the Cameroon observer program manager, and several other international APS partners from Portugal, Sierra Leone and Italy participated in the training. 

The training has included critical information on IUU fishing; Vessel Monitoring Systems and Electronic (Video) Monitoring; Sea Turtle Biology, Identification, Tissue Sampling, and Tagging; Safety at Sea-in class and pool demonstration; US and Senegal observer program overview and data collection; Shark Identification; fish identification including otolith and stomach extraction and collection; and a presentation on the Cameroon observer program.

This training is in support of the Magnuson-Stevens Act requirement to reduce IUU fishing and assist in capacity building in developing countries. Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713-2328 x164.

Coastal Ocean Information Network Atlantic Canada: 

ST staff participated in the COINAtlantic Advisory Committee meeting in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, February 5, 2009.  COINAtlantic is a project to provide access to coastal data and information for the Atlantic region of Canada via a web portal (http://coinatlantic.ca/).  Progress on the project was reviewed, and future directions for the project were discussed.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.

International Meetings

FAO-COFI:  
ST staff prepared a briefing paper on fishing capacity for the FAO COFI-28 Meeting and provided comments to F/IA on the FAO 2008 Guidelines for Managing Fishing Capacity.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197. 
Arctic Biodiversity Working Groups:  
ST staff continued participation in the Marine Expert Monitoring Group (MEMG), to advance the Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Program (CBMP), as undertaken by the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF) working group of the Arctic Council.  The MEMG is compiling a list of working hypothesis for the Arctic Pacific Gateway and five other Arctic ecosystems.  A follow-on meeting is planned for April, with a final workshop scheduled for October 2009, both in the Washington DC area.  Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889
International Whaling Commission (IWC) 2nd Climate Change workshop (CC2), Siena, Italy, 21-25 February 2009:  

The primary aim of this workshop was to determine how climate change is/may already be affecting cetaceans and how best to determine these effects.  The CC2 workshop brought together experts in cetacean biology and population dynamics, modeling, marine ecosystems and climate change.  The group reviewed current understanding and sought to improve conservation outcomes for cetaceans under climate change scenarios described in the IPCC 4th report.  A report of the CC2 workshop will be reviewed and discussed at the IWC Scientific Committee meeting in June.  Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889

Information Management

Inventory of NMFS Fishery-independent Surveys and Observations:  

ST staff members are conducting this project in cooperation with the science centers.  The project is now coordinated with the other two NMFS/ST data collection efforts (at-sea requirements and incidental take). The team is completing development of the system requirements, business rules, and the data analysis document for what is now called FINSS (Fishery-Independent Survey System) – an integrated system that will incorporate the above three components and provide consistent online viewing, analyzing and reporting capability for the fishery-independent surveys, including those conducted in the past five years and projected out for the next five years by the NMFS science centers. The data call is scheduled to be sent out in March. Contact: Jihong Dai, Steve Brown (301) 713-2364, Tina Chang (301) 713-2328.

Outreach and Education

NEMO:
Congratulations go out to a team of students from Wilson High  School that have been involved in the NMFS/ST pilot marine science program (NEMO) with the District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS).  The Wilson team finished fourth in a regional qualifying competition for the National Ocean Sciences Bowl and defeated the 
nation's top ranked high school in the final round of competition.  The team's outstanding performance is a testament to the students' abilities, courage, and most importantly the lessons they learned from their teacher Sarah Tilman, who passed away less than two weeks before the competition.  Sarah began working with the NEMO program since its inception in 2006 and committed herself to creating one of the first ever DCPS teams to participate in a NOSB competition which she achieved last February (2008).  She 
also helped develop the NEMO program and through her dedication and enthusiasm interested many DCPS students in the marine sciences.  The NEMO program and ST honor Sarah's contributions to marine science, education, the NEMO program and would like to recognize the Wilson team for their courage and outstanding effort at the 2009 Chesapeake Bay Bowl.  Also, ST staff volunteered their time at the Chesapeake Bay Bowl, part of the National Ocean Science Bowl completion.  Contact:  Laura Oremland, (301) 713-2367 x.151, Samantha Brooks (301) 713-2363 x.109, and Catherine Purcell (301) 713-2363 x. 157.
Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center (LMRCSC) Course Underway: 
ST staff began teaching a course at University of Maryland Eastern Shore titled “Introduction to Environmental and Resource Economics” to fill a need in the course offerings for the Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center (LMRCSC).  Contacts:  Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328 and David Tomberlin (301) 713-2328.

Review of the Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center (LMRCSC): 
ST staff participated in the review of the LMRCSC conducted by NOAA’s Educational Partnership Program.  Contact:  Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.
Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program: 

ST staff met with a representative of ACCSP to discuss coordinating the list of fisheries included in the National Bycatch Report and ACCSP’s list of fisheries used for their bycatch prioritization matrix.  ACCSP agreed to take the lead in developing a cross-reference sheet.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (301) 713-2363 x 109 and Catherine Purcell (301) 713-2363 x 157.

Council Coordination Committee:  

ST staff presented to the Council Coordination Committee on observer program coverage and funding, as well as the recent observer program cost comparison for seadays in different regional programs.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (301) 713-2363 x 109.

Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

NMFS Observer Programs Emergency Request Package for Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) Clearance: 
ST staff had the lead in completing the emergency request package for a Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) clearance to cover the following information collections by all NMFS observer programs in 2009:  (1) information collected by asking standardized questions of fishing vessel captains/crew or fish processing plant managers/staff; (2) questions asked by observer program staff/contractors to plan observer deployments; (3) forms that are completed by observers and that fishing vessel captains are asked to review and sign; (4) questionnaires to evaluate observer performance; and (5) a form to certify that a fisherman is the permit holder when requesting observer data from the observer on the vessel. The emergency request was prepared in response to the recent GC DOC decision that, although information collected through direct observations by employees or agents of NMFS is not subject to the PRA, PRA clearance is required for these five types of collections.  Although the Office of Management and Budget determined that the criteria for an emergency clearance were not met, the supporting statement that was prepared will, with relatively minor modification, be used for the standard three-year clearance that was initiated with the preparation of the required Federal Register Notice concerning the proposed information collection.  Contacts:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328 and Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

Assistance Provided F/SF for SF ARA Meeting: 
ST staff provided information for Susan Carrillo (F/SF) to use in a power point presentation for the SF ARA’s meeting.  The information included four suggested tasks for the working group, the completion of which would substantially improve the ability of the Science Centers and ST to ensure that the basic economic data are available for all federally managed fisheries.  The presentation will be used by Galen Tromble during a discussion of the possibility of forming a working group on data collection.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.
Integrated Ocean and Coastal Mapping:  

ST staff represents NMFS to the NOAA IOCM coordinator.  The purpose of IOCM is to facilitate communication among all parties within NOAA with an interest in mapping to promote efficiency and enhance the use of geospatial data.  An IOCM workshop is being planned to update interested parties on progress since the 2005 IOCM workshop, re-evaluate priorities, and identify future actions.  The agenda has been completed, and an invitation list prepared.  This list includes eight invitees from NMFS.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.

Highly Migratory Species: 


ST staff participated in the HMS Management Division Advisory Panel meeting held in Silver Spring, February 18th and 19th, and participated in the Meeting of U.S. Commissioners to International Living Marine Resource Organizations held in Silver Spring, February 24th.  Contact: Guillermo Diaz (301) 713-2363

Publications
Fisheries Economics of the United States, 2006 Forwarded for Printing:  Final version of Fisheries Economics of the United States, 2006 sent to SPO in Seattle to be forwarded to GPO to be printed. Contact: Rosemary Kosaka (301) 713-2328.

Fishing Communities of the United States, 2006 Ready to Go Online:  ST staff are coordinating with Public Relations to announce the availability of Fishing Communities of the United States, 2006.  It will be available for download from our website when the press release goes out in the next fortnight. Contact: Rosemary Kosaka (301) 713-2328.
Conferences and Meetings
Gulf Economist Meeting Jointly Planned with Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission to be Held in New Orleans March 19-20: ST staff coordinated with the Alex Miller, Staff Economist at Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission, to plan a Gulf Economist meeting in New Orleans March 19-20.  The meeting will bring together all economists working on fisheries surveys in the Gulf.  ST economists Sabrina Lovell and Rita Curtis will attend the meeting. Contact: Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.

The Marine Recreational Information Program staff held a quality control meeting in St. Petersburg, FL February 24th and 25th to review data and protocols for the Access Point Angler Intercept Survey, For Hire Survey, and the Coastal Household Telephone Survey.  The meeting included personnel from ST, states, commissions, and contractors.  Contact: Erik Zlokovitz and Tom Sminkey (301) 713-2328.

Staff from ST participated in the SouthEast Data Assessment and Review (SEDAR) Data Workshop, Feb. 9-11, 2009 in Charleston, SC and provided recreational fishery statistics summaries and analyses to be used for the South Atlantic Red Drum Stock Assessment.  SEDAR 18 is being led by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. Contact: Tom Sminkey 301-713-2328.
Chukchi Sea Acoustics Workshop (CSAW):  9-10 February in Anchorage Alaska  

This workshop brought together representatives from federal and state governments, oil and gas industries, universities, and Native Alaska co-management committees.  The purpose of the workshop was to “briefly review acoustic monitoring studies in the Alaskan Arctic and determine priority research objectives for acoustic monitoring of natural and anthropogenic underwater noise in the Chukchi Sea from a marine ecosystem and marine mammal perspective”.  Three recommended actions resulted from the 2-day meeting, with an action plan and workshop summary due by the end of March.  Contact:  Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889

International Fisheries Observer and Monitoring Conference: 

ST staff facilitated a conference call with the IFOMC Steering Committee to continue plans for their July 20-24 conference in Portland, Maine. Over 180 abstracts from 26 countries have been reviewed and notices of acceptance sent out to potential panelists. Registration is underway and the web site, IFOMC.com, has been updated. Contact: Dennis Hansford (301)713-2363 x217 and Catherine Purcell (301) 713-2363 x157.
SEDAR Stock Assessment Workshop:  

A workshop held Feb 9-12 in Atlanta, GA to explore methods for dealing with calibrating the drift in fishery catchability in stock assessment models.  The workshop was sponsored by the SEDAR program and included scientists from the SEFSC, other NMFS laboratories, universities and the fishing industry.  SEDAR will publish a report of the proceedings.  For more information, Contact:  Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.

Office of Science and Technology Personnel

Catherine Purcell:  

Catherine began her Knauss fellowship with ST4.  She is working with the National Observer Program.  Her projects include the National Bycatch Report and the International Fisheries Observer and Monitoring Conference.  She is in cube #12505, next to Dennis Hansford.  Contact: Catherine Purcell (301) 713-2363.

Miscellaneous Activities

The 2009 NOAA IT Security Awareness Course and the 2009 NOAA Safety and Environmental Awareness Course were completed by most ST staff.

Blacks In Government: 

ST4 staff participated in NOAA Fisheries and NOAA Chapter of Blacks In Government (NOAA BIG) Black History Month Trivia Game. This annual event highlights NOAA’s celebration of Black History Month with friendly competition with and between NOAA employees and local middle school students to answer questions that focus on the contributions of African Americans in the fields of science, education, sports, and entertainment. Contact: Dennis Hansford (301)713-2363 x217.

Employee Worklife and Diversity Committee (EWDC): 

ST staff participated in a meeting of the Employee Worklife and Diversity Committee’s, Professional Development and the Diversity and Culture sub-committees, to finalize their activities under their annual work plans, which will be submitted to John Oliver for approval.  Contact: Dennis Hansford (301)713-2363 x217, Ana Valentin (301) 713-2328 x124.
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