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Monthly Report

January 2009
PPBES (Goal Team, Ecosystem Observations Program)

Updates on EOP activities:  
The acting EOP Manager continued working with EOP Support Staff on actions in preparation for FY12-FY16 PPBES process; reviewed statement of work and vacancy announcement for vice Ban position on EOP staff; prepared staff for developing responses to FY2010 passback; and reviewed and commented on FY2009 and FY2010 EOP budget allocations.  Contact: Steven Swartz (301) 713-2363.
EOP Monthly Report for January 2008:  

EOP received approval from the Ecosystem Goal Team and PA&E to add a new capability, Habitat Monitoring and Assessment (HMA), to their program.  The HMA capability is designed to cover a range of activities to address the need for data and information on the status and trends of marine and coastal habitats, including monitoring of habitat conditions, science to understand linkages between managed species and their habitats and assessment and prediction of habitat trends.  EOP has started to work with TPIO to update the CORL.  EOP Contact: Eric Breuer – EOP coordinator 301-713-2363 ext 140. 
Electronic Annual Operating Plan: 

Tracking & Reporting Q1 Milestones: F/ST4 staff responded to F/MB on behalf of the Office of Science and Technology and the Ecosystems Observations Program (EOP) on the current and projected status of all PPBES AOP milestones conducted within the FMC/Program for Q1 of FY09.  Contact: Mark Chandler (301) 713-2367
Habitat Monitoring and Assessment Capability:  

This new capability was formally transferred by the Ecosystem Goal Team from the Habitat Protection Program to the EOP.  It currently contains two budget lines with a current program slightly over $1M.  Plans are to develop an FY12-16 alternative, based on the Habitat Assessment Improvement Plan.  The capability lead will be housed in ST, and was assigned to Stephen Brown.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.

Center for Independent Experts:  

ST continues to coordinate external peer reviews through the Center for Independent Experts (CIE).  Two CIE peer reviews were completed this month on the SEDAR Caribbean data workshop and national protected resource economic survey.  CIE peer review reports were also reviewed and distributed for the draft Central Valley salmon biological opinion and the Navy’s acoustic models for monitoring sonar impact on marine mammals. Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363.
Science Quality Assurance

MSRA National Standard 2:  
A summary report of public submissions on the Advance Notice of Proposed Rule-making (ANPR) to revise the MSRA provision on National Standard 2 (NS2) guidelines was completed this month, which will be used by the NS2 Work Group to draft the proposed NS2 rule during next month.  Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363. 
Observing Systems
Observer Contract Issues: 

ST staff coordinated the final review between NMFS leadership and the Office of Acquisition and Grants of the fisheries observer contracting template. The template has been sent to the Department of Commerce for review and anticipated acceptance. ST4 staff is coordinating the legal review of whether a no cost contract is a viable option to replace the certification or permit requirement currently in place for observer service providers in industry funded programs. Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713-2328 x164.

Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program: 

ST presented on the National Observer Program & the National Bycatch Report during the Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program’s (ACCSP) annual bycatch committee meeting.  Opportunities for collaboration and expansion of the National Bycatch Report were discussed.   Contact: Samantha Brooke (301)713-2363x109.  

Vessel Planning and Coordination

Vessel Coordination: 

ST staff continue on detail to Office of Marine and Aviation Operations to assist in developing OMAO Fleet Cost Model data protocols that will provide up-to-date fixed and variable cost categories for shore-side overhead (OMAO headquarters and Marine Operations Centers), and for each NOAA ship. Weekly meetings of the NOAA Fleet Working Group are focused on revising the PPBES Matrix Prioritization Scheme that will accompany the FY2011 Days-at-Sea data call expected in March 2009, and revising the FY2010 Fleet Allocation Plan (first drafted in June 2008). Contact: Allen Shimada and Eric Breuer (301) 713-2363.

Stock Assessments

Species Information System:  

The next module of the Species Information System is under development.  Currently, SIS contains summary data about each stock assessment and its subsequent status determination.  The new module will contain the time series output from each assessment so that S&T can more quickly and comprehensively report trends in fish stock abundance and other factors.  Contact: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365, Kristan Blackhart (206) 302-2479, or Tina Chang (301) 713-2367.
Assessment Toolbox:  

The new version of the Stock Synthesis assessment model has been incorporated into the graphical interface of the NMFS Assessment Toolbox.  A 2-day training workshop was held in Seattle and linked to other NMFS Science Centers via Webex.  Important new features of the new version of SS are inclusion of tag-recapture data and more comprehensive reporting of the statistical uncertainty associated with model outputs.  Contact: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.
Incidental Take Working Group: 
ST is compiling information on takes of protected species in NMFS fisheries surveys and research for MMPA and ESA take authorization applications.  Conference calls were held to discuss the data-call, the definition of "take," data-requirements, and the permit application process.  The take data will be incorporated into the Survey Metadata Information System being developed by ST4, ST6, and the fisheries science centers.  Contact: Steven Swartz (301) 713-2363.

Protected Species Science Coordination:  
ST participated in several meetings to continue the transition of protected-resources coordination into the Office of Science and Technology.  On January 12, a meeting was held with the OPR Division Chiefs to brief them on the roles and responsibilities of the S&T PR Science Coordinator. On January 19-21, there was a visit to the SEFSC in Miami for Protected Species Program review and to discuss 2009 PPBES process.  On January 26, ST4 participated in SWFSC's Vaquita research and status briefing for OPR director Jim Lecky and NMFS chief scientist Steve Murawski.  On January 29, ST4 met with PSP and OPR staff to review new protected species GPRA performance tracking metrics and a tracking system modeled after S&T SIS system, and ultimately will be merged with SIS. ST4 also met with PSP and PR-EOP staff to discuss transition of EOP Capability 2 (PR Monitoring and Assessment) from OPR to S&T.  Contact: Steven Swartz (301) 713-2363.

Habitat Assessment Improvement Plan: 
ST organized and participated in a workshop of the HAIP team on January 26-28, to continue developing a strategic plan for addressing NMFS’s requirements for habitat science.  The team re-organized the outline and existing text, discussed numerous details about the Plan, and assigned remaining tasks.  A well-attended brief was presented on January 28, which engendered wide-ranging discussion of or priorities and approaches.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363, Kristan Blackhart (206) 302-2479, Mary Yoklavich (SWFSC and HAIP team chair) (831) 420-3940.

Economics and Social Sciences
Voices from the Fisheries Database (VFF Database) Receiving New Interviews:  The new VFF Database is receiving donated oral history interviews from the archives of other organizations, e.g., Long Island Traditions, Southern Foodways Alliance, and the New Bedford Working Waterfronts Project.  These can be accessed through the search function on the VFF web site at www.voices.nmfs.noaa.gov. This growing oral history collection will support fisheries social science, historical preservation, and education and outreach efforts. Contact:  Susan Abbott-Jamieson, (301) 713-2328.

Surveys and Data Collection Projects
2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Groundfish Recreational Fishing Survey: Staff continues developing a comprehensive survey for assessing changes in recreational angler behavior under different biological and regulatory scenarios for Northeast groundfish.  Contact:  Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328.

Marine Mammals and Acoustics

NOAA's Ocean Acoustics Program (NMFS-ST) released the final report of our international symposium on vessel-quieting technologies. This symposium brought together nearly 200 members of the shipping industry, researchers, engineers, regulatory/policy interests, and conservationists from seven countries. The report includes summaries of the technical presentations and culminates in a 'menu' of options for ship owners and engineers to consider with respect to possible treatments to reduce the incidental introduction of noise into the marine environment.  Contact: Brandon.Southall@noaa.gov; 301-713-2363
International Scientific Activities

International Scientific Issues

ST staff coordinated staff, equipment, press releases, and logistics in preparation for the joint US-Senegal observer training scheduled to convene Feb. 3-11 in Dakar, Senegal. ST4 is also coordinating these activities with the US Navy through their African Partnership Station operation in West Africa. Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713-2328 x164.
Information Management

Inventory of NMFS Fishery-independent Surveys and Observations:  

The ST inventory team and technical team have gone through several rounds of reviewing on the updated data model in January. The use cases document has been drafted and updated. A couple of new features, i.e. the incidental protected species take information that Steve Swartz, the ST Protected Resources Coordinator, is gathering and the FY10 ship requirements that Allen Shimada is gathering, will be added to the database. The integrated entity relationship model is scheduled to be finished this February. The data contacts were identified in each center and will be working with Henny Winarsoo, the database developer, in the next few weeks to make sure the integrated database design is appropriately in line with the related databases in the science centers. The data calls for the past five years’ incidental protected species take and survey information will be sending out to the centers in March. Contact: Jihong Dai, Steve Brown (301) 713-2363, Tina Chang (301) 713-2328.
CNA Security Contractor(s): 

ST staff worked towards the process of obtaining contractor for addressing CNA security issues in the report to congress.  At this point, the contract has been awarded to Copper River IT the same contractor used by NESDIS.  A kickoff meeting is being planned for the month of February 2009 to begin the process starting the work. Contacts: Tina Chang (301) 713-2328, William S. Roberts (301) 713-2328, Glen C. Taylor (301) 713-2328.
GIS: 
ST staff coordinating with the NMFS CIO in obtaining downloadable software under the enterprise license agreement of Google Earth.  At this point, S&T staff members wishing to obtain this software on their computers should inform their supervisors of this request and then coordinate with ST6 in the next step(s) in obtaining this tool.  Contact:  Tim Haverland (301)713-2328 and Tina Chang (301)713-2328.
Outreach and Education

Fishwatch: 

Using the National Bycatch Report database (in development), ST4 provided an updated list of fisheries, by region, management, and gear type, to Office of Sustainable Fisheries staff from Partnerships & Communications for use by the Fishwatch program.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (301)713-2363 x109
Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

Completion of Draft Emergency Request for a Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) Clearance for Information Collections by All NMFS Observer Programs in 2009:  
ST staff had the lead in completing a draft emergency request for a Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) clearance to cover the following information collections by all NMFS observer programs in 2009:  (1) information the observers are instructed to collect and submit to the observer program if it is collected by asking the fishing vessel owner/permit holders/captain/crew or processing plant manager/staff questions; (2) questions observer program staff or contractors ask to plan observer deployments; (3) having fishing vessel captains review and sign forms that are completed by observers; and (4) feedback questionnaires to evaluate observer performance.  The emergency request was prepared in response to the recent GC DOC decision that the PRA exemption for observer programs is limited to observable information and does not extend to these four types of collections.  Contacts:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328 and Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

Publications
Our Living Oceans - Habitat:  

ST completed a draft “Policy Maker’s Summary” of the draft Our Living Oceans – Habitat report.  A new draft of the complete report was compiled by ST6/SPO, and ST staff are working through final corrections.  Discussions were held with OHC to develop a “roll-out” strategy for the final report.  Contact: Stephen Brown, Laura Oremland (301) 713-2363; Dave Stanton (206) 526-6514.

Climate impacts on NOAA stewardship activities:  
A NOAA report outlining actions to plan for and address climate change impacts on living marine resources and coastal communities and the ecosystems upon which they depend has been published and is available as a hard copy and online ( http://spo.nmfs.noaa.gov/tm/spo95.pdf ).  The report summarizes the findings, recommendations, and next steps that were identified through the course of two internal workshops that NOAA convened in 2008.  Griffis, R. B., R. L. Feldman, N. K. Beller-Simms, K. E. Osgood, and N. Cyr (editors). 2008. Incorporating Climate Change into NOAA’s Stewardship Responsibilities for Living Marine Resources and Coastal Ecosystems: A Strategy for Progress. U.S. Dep. Commerce, NOAA Tech. Memo. NMFS-F/SPO-95, 89p.  Contact:  Kenric Osgood 301-713-2363

Conferences and Meetings
International Fisheries Observer and Monitoring Conference:  

Abstract submissions were compiled and quality checked by ST staff; the full set of abstracts was provided to the IFOMC Steering Committee for scoring.  An on-site meeting of the IFOMC Steering Committee was held in Portland, Maine January 26-29, to review conference facilities and assign oral/poster presentations.  Contact: Dennis Hansford (301)713-2363 x217.
Lenfest:  

NMFS’ scientists were invited to participate in a workshop sponsored by the Lenfest Ocean Program.  Lenfest has sponsored a technical group to develop methodology for conducting productivity and susceptibility analysis of fish and other organisms impacted by marine fisheries.  Representatives from NMFS’ working group on productivity and susceptibility analysis presented their methods and discussed possible follow-up studies.  Contact:  Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.
Gulf of Maine Zooplankton Expert Group:  

Todd O’Brien attended a Census of Marine Life (CoML) Gulf of Maine Area (GoMA) zooplankton expert group meeting as an invited participant.  The group discussed existing Gulf of Maine zooplankton sampling programs and biodiversity as it currently stands and over time, looking for areas of change and/or where additional sampling effort would improve understanding in the Gulf of Maine region.  Contact:  Todd.OBrien@noaa.gov, 301 713-2363 x174.
Office of Science and Technology Personnel

Dr. Becky Shuford has joined ST as an expert on marine ecosystems.  Becky comes to ST from the NOAA Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) Program Office.  She has a Ph.D. in Marine Science from the University of South Carolina and a research background on the age and growth of large pelagic fishes.  Becky will work on observing systems, large marine ecosystems and the development of integrated ecosystem assessments.  Contact:  Ned.Cyr@noaa.gov, 301-713-2363, x159
Miscellaneous Activities

Obama Inauguration: 

From January 12- 23, 2009, ST staff participated in Joint Task Force 29 in support of civilian authorities responsible for the Presidential Inauguration. As part of the Maryland National Guard, staff worked with Brigadier General Hayden, Commander, 29th Infantry Division, General Staff coordinating logistics for 12,000 soldiers from six states Accommodations and assets were mobilized across eight military basses in Virginia and Maryland. Contact: Dennis Hansford (301)713-2363 x217.
PAGE  
1

