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Monthly Report

March  2009
Guidance on Submissions: [DELETE THIS FOR FINAL REPORT]
· Each ST staff person should provide 1-3 concise accomplishments per month.

· Accomplishments should focus on project milestones, not routine day-to-day activities.

· Do not provide a series of little activities in one entry.

· Accomplishments should be no more than 2-3 sentences.

· Identify the ST contact person for each accomplishment.

· Place your accomplishment under the appropriate heading below.

· If your accomplishment does not fit under a specific heading place it at the bottom of the document under Miscellaneous Activities.

Legislation
Observing Systems Brief
ST staff participated, along with the NESDIS Assistant Administrator and the NOAA IOOS Program Director, in a March 16 briefing on NOAA’s observing systems for Senate Commerce Committee staff.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.

Center for Independent Experts
ST continues to coordinate external peer reviews through the Center for Independent Experts (CIE).  A CIE peer review was completed for the AFSC sablefish assessment, and CIE reports were reviewed and approved for three CIE reviews (i.e., F/ST5 Economic Survey Instrument, SEDAR Caribbean Data Workshop, U.S./Canadian STAR Pacific Hake Assessment). ST4, SWFSC and NWFSC provided a response to a congressional request for a CIE review on the survey methodology and assessment of Pacific sardine. Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363.
National Standards  

A discussion session was held at the request of several NGOs to provide information on status of implementing National Standard 1 Guidelines.  Richard Methot (ST) and Galen Tromble (SF) participated in the discussion.  Contact: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365
Observing Systems
Marine Recreational Information Program
The consultant's final report for the For-Hire Surveys Review was delivered to the Operations Team by the For-Hire Workgroup.  The report title: CONSULTANTS’ REPORT - FOR-HIRE RECREATIONAL FISHERIES SURVEYS by James Chromy, Stephen Holland, and Ray Webster. Upon approval by both the Operations Team and the Executive Steering Committee of the MRIP, this report will be posted to the public MRIP website. It recommends a number of overall best-practice methods and makes more detailed recommendations for improving or replacing the current regional data collection programs.  Contact: Tom Sminkey 301-713-2328.
The Registry Team completed the final drafts of MOA templates for exempted states and of initial National Standards for recreational survey coverage and basic data elements and submitted them to the Executive Steering Committee for approval as MRIP products. Contact: Gordon Colvin 301-713-2328.
Fisheries Observer Contracting Template
The DOC Office of Acquisition Management (DOC/OAM), DOC General Counsel (DOC/GC) and NOAA Office of Acquisition and Grants (NOAA/OAG) have reviewed and approved the use of the Fisheries Observer Contract Template. The template is optional, and may be used in whole or in part. If the template is used in whole, DOC OAM/DOC-GC and NOAA OAG will waive two review steps currently required for contract approval. It is anticipated that by streamlining the review process, the approval time will be shortened by 60-90 days.
ST staff member, Teresa Turk, developed the standard performance-based RFP template for use across government funded fisheries observer programs to solicit for Observer Services. The contracting template was developed in response to the concerns raised in the Office of the Inspector General (IG) audit of fisheries observers program (Report No. IPE-15721/March 2004) and other issues raised by observer program and contracting staff (e.g., current contractors performance; inconsistencies in contracting for services; effort and time expended to develop and receive approval for new RFPs) and the Government preference for Performance-Based Service Contracting. The template applies to only government contracted fishery observer programs and does not apply to other observer service procurement methods currently used (e.g. cooperative agreements or 3rd party contracts). Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713.2328 x164.

FSCS (Fisheries Scientific Computing System)
ST staff coordinated and facilitated the NOAA FSCS working group’s national meeting held in Silver Spring, MD on March 9-13. The meeting reviewed and agreed upon the implementation of the Rules and Protocols in Catch Sampling, basket tracking, and the use of End Dates for records or items that may be retired during a cruise. The team also reviewed the SEFSC and NEFSC’s development of a suite of administrative tools to be used at sea. The FSCS project plan was thoroughly reviewed to schedule a series of tests for anticipated deployment on board the FRV Pisces. The series includes testing in lab, dockside and at sea environments and is dependent upon the schedule of the FRV Pisces but likely to be initiated in summer 2009.  Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713.2328 x164.
FSCS Transition Plan Update
ST4 staff updated the FSCS Transition Plan from Research to Implementation with the FSCS working group as one component of the national meeting. FSCS was selected as a project to be tracked through the NOAA transition board. The plan provides a roadmap to transition FSCS in the next 5 years from its current research status to at sea implementation on board both charter and NOAA research vessels. In addition to the completion of the product development, the FSCS application maintenance and support would become the sole responsibility of NMFS-ST Division instead of NMAO where this task is supported now. Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713.2328 x164
Vessel Planning and Coordination

Vessel Coordination
ST staff members meet weekly with NOAA Fleet Working Group to adjust FY2009 Fleet Allocation Schedule (FAP) due to unexpected mechanical issues on FSV sailings. Work also continued on building the FY2010 Fleet Allocation Plan and NMFS charter vessels, and the FY2011 PPBES/OMAO Days-at-Sea data call.  ST4 staff continued on detail to OMAO Resource Management Division to assist in development of a NOAA Fleet Operational Cost Model (i.e., DAS charges to LOs), and FY2009 Spend Plans for the 2009 Omnibus Appropriation and Stimulus Package.  OMAO received ~ $17.5M over the 2009 President's Request, and in the Stimulus Package $78M for the accelerated construction of FSV6 (Jordan Replacement) and an additional $20M for Fleet Repair and Maintenance.  Contact: Allen Shimada and Eric Breuer (301) 713-2363.

Stock Assessments

Stock Assessment Education 
Dr. James Berkson visited Seattle to present and discuss the undergraduate training program in Marine Resource Population Dynamics that he leads at Virginia Tech.  Discussions with Univ. Washington, AFSC and NWFSC explored the desirability and feasibility of establishing a similar program on the west coast.  Contact: Richard Methot  (206) 860-3365

Stock Assessment Toolbox Meeting 
 The annual meeting of the NMFS Assessment Toolbox Committee was held at the SEFSC in Miami, FL.  Chief topics included:  development of a charter for expansion of the committee’s scope to a fuller National Assessment Methods Working Group, planning for workshops and projects to be supported in the coming year, and coordination with the ADMB project.  Contact: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365

Stock Synthesis Training:

Workshops on the use of the stock synthesis assessment program were held at NMFS labs in LaJolla, CA, Santa Cruz, CA and Miami, FL.  Contact: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365

Economics and Social Sciences
Surveys and Data Collection Projects:
MRFSS Socio-Economic Add-On Begun March 1, 2009: The Socio-economic Add-on to the MRFSS Wave 2 was launched on March 1 from Maine through GA.  Contact: Sabrina Lovell (301) 876-6190.

Information Management

Inventory of NMFS Fishery-independent Surveys and Observations:  

ST received the comments from the Science Centers regarding their reviews of the Survey Inventory Data Requirement Document. The Inventory Working Group met through WebEx on March 23, 2009 to discuss the main concerns and finalize the data requirements for the 2009 Survey Inventory Data Call. The comments have been compiled and will serve as the first cut of Questions/Answers for the data call. A glossary is under development by ST4 and ST6 to provide addition clarifications for terms used in the data call. Contact: Jihong Dai, Steve Brown (301) 713-2364, Tina Chang (301) 713-2328.

Fishery Information Management Advisory Committee (FIMAC) Coordination Team (Coor Team) Workshop: 

ST staff attended the FIMAC Coor Team workshop in Annapolis from March 10-12, 2009. The Coor Team, comprised of Jihong Dai (HQ/ST), John Reed (SER), Jim Sargent (HQ/ST), Karen Sender (PIC), Larry Talley (AKR), and John Witzig (NER) reviewed, updated, and gained consensus on the Terms of Use and Wiki Etiquette, refined EDM's 2009 outcomes, objectives and strategies, and identified the critical success factors for EDM in 2009. Contact: Jihong Dai (301) 713-2364
Outreach and Education

Dissertation Defense: 
ST staff participated in the dissertation defense of Matt Thompson, who will finish his PhD in Forest Engineering at Oregon State University this May. Matt’s research focused on trade-offs between erosion control and use values on Pacific coastal timberlands. Contact: David Tomberlin (301) 713-2328.

Marine Recreational Information Program

ST staff made a presentation on MRIP implementation to the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies’ Marine Fisheries Subcommittee. Contact: Gordon Colvin 301-713-2328.
ST staff made a presentation on the Registry Program to the Maryland DNR Coastal Fisheries Task Force.  The presentation emphasized the steps Maryland will need to take to expand its current fishing license requirements in order to qualify for exempted state designation. Contact: Gordon Colvin 301-713-2328.
ST staff participated with staff from the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council in “LureFest”, an annual event for Delmarva anglers and industry.  Contact: Erik Zlokovitz 301-713-2328.

Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program
ST staff met with a representative of ACCSP to discuss coordinating the list of fisheries included in the National Bycatch Report and ACCSP’s list of fisheries used for their bycatch prioritization matrix.  ACCSP agreed to take the lead in developing a cross-reference sheet.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (301) 713-2363 x 109 and Catherine Purcell (301) 713-2363 x 157.

Council Coordination Committee  

ST staff presented to the Council Coordination Committee on observer program coverage and funding, as well as the recent observer program cost comparison for seadays in different regional programs.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (301) 713-2363 x 109.
Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

National Fish Habitat Action Plan
ST4 is coordinating NMFS’s participation in the NFHAP, along with HC, NEFSC, SEFSC, and NWFSC.  NFHAP is being led by the Department of the Interior, which has obtained funding for their efforts, which focus on inland fisheries.  NOAA is responsible for the coastal component.  Both components are to be included in the 2010 national assessment.  Two major activities have been initiated: participation in the 2010 national assessment, and development of a longer-term R&D effort to support the national assessment updates, which are planned to occur at five-year intervals.  For NOAA, this will be supported by ST providing funding for three post-docs.  ST, HC, and the affected science centers participated in a project-wide conference on March 6.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363. 
Publications
Fishing Communities of the United States, 2006 Published Online:  Fishing Communities of the United States, 2006 is now available online to the public.  Public Relations issued a press release.  Contact: Rosemary Kosaka (301) 713-2328 and Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328.

Conferences and Meetings
Adaptive Management Conference Series: ST staff gave a talk on adaptive management of endangered species habitat at the annual USGS/USFWS adaptive management conference in Athens, GA, 3/11-3/13.  Contact: David Tomberlin (301) 713-2328.

Gulf States Fisheries Economics Workshop, New Orleans, LA, March 19-20, 2009. ST staff attended the Gulf States Fisheries Economics Workshop in New Orleans, LA.  Economists working on multiple recreational and economic fisheries surveys in the Gulf for 2009-2011 participated. The meeting was sponsored by ST5 and the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission. Contacts: Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328 and Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.  

Society for Applied Anthropology Annual Meeting, Santa Fe, N.M., March 17-22, 2009. ST staff attended the Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology in Santa Fe, N.M., March 17-22.  Four paper sessions presented current research by NOAA Fisheries social scientists from the NESC, SERO, NMFS-HQ, and academic fisheries social scientists. Contact:  Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328.
ST staff participated in a for-hire data collection methods workshop that was held in conjunction with the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission's (GSMFC) spring meeting.   Meeting participants included representatives from NMFS, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council, state natural resource agencies, GSMFC, and the for-hire fishing industry.  The workshop provided a forum for participants to discuss different options for collecting fishing catch and effort data from the for-hire sector in the Gulf of Mexico.  Contact: Rob Andrews (301) 713-2328
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