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Monthly Report

May 2009
PPBES (Goal Team, Ecosystem Observations Program)

Marine Spatial Planning
ST4 provided EOP response to the Ecosystem Goal Team’s request for information –“Marine Spatial Planning: Data Call for Baseline Information

from NOAA Offices.”  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.
Science Quality Assurance

Center for Independent Experts

ST4 manages external peer reviews through the Center for Independent Experts (CIE).  A CIE preview was completed for the South California Steelhead Recovery Plan and STAR Panel Petrale Sole and Splitnose Rockfish Assessment.  CIE reports were received for the Chesapeake Bay Menhaden Research Program and a AFSC Sablefish Assessment.  Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363.

National Standards

ST4 submitted final revisions to the National Standard 2 proposed rule based on comments solicited from NMFS Leadership.  The proposed rule will be submitted into the clearance process in June 2009 for public announcement in the Federal Register.  Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363.

Observing Systems
Marine Recreational Information Program
The MRIP Executive Steering Committee announced approval of 12 new projects funded at almost $900,000 in FY ’09 funds to continue the work of developing improved recreational survey methods.  For information on the approved projects, see: http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/mrip/aboutus/organization/downloads/New_Projects_2009.pdf Contact: Rob Andrews (301) 713-2328
ST staff hosted a workshop of the Marine Recreational Information Program, Design and Analysis Work Group in Silver Spring on May 6-7.  The workshop provided project teams, which are developing improved data collection and analysis methods for recreational fisheries statistics, with an opportunity to develop plans for pilot studies and data analyses.  The workshop was attended by 30 participants representing state natural resource agencies, interstate marine fisheries commissions, academia, private consulting firms, and NOAA Fisheries.  Contact:  Rob Andrews (301) 713-2328
Bering Strait Environmental Observations Workshop (12-14 May 2009)  
The focal aim of this NOAA/NMFS/OAR/NFS/ Alaska Ocean Observing System workshop was to specify instrumentation and observation infrastructure that is appropriate to support a cohesive set of marine environmental observations in the Bering Strait region.  ST staff (Moore) presented "Acoustic Detection of Marine Mammals at Bering Strait", in addition to active participation in workshop break out groups.  Contact:  Sue Moore (Sue.Moore@noaa.gov).

Vessel Planning and Coordination

Fishery Survey Vessel 6 (David Starr Jordan Replacement)

ST4 staff prepared NMFS mission justification for the Office of Marine and Aviation Operations (OMAO) request for FY 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds.  $78M was approved and will accelerate construction and delivery of FSV6 to the SWFSC by mid-FY 2014. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138.
Fleet Allocation Plan
ST4 continued work with Fishery Science Center Vessel Coordinators and OMOA staff to refine the final FY09 schedule and draft FY10 schedule.  FY11 requests for NOAA ship time were received and will be vetted by a revised PPBES/OMAO matrix prioritization process beginning June 2009.  Contact: Allen Shimada or Eric Breuer (301) 713-2363.
Stock Assessments

National Standard 1 Implementation
A Seattle workshop was held on May 21-22, to discuss the next steps and scientific analyses needed to implement the new National Standard 1 Guidelines in Fishery Management Plans for the North Pacific Fishery Management Council.  Contact: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365
Species Information System
A new Assessment Time Series application was launched on the SIS production server after completing testing and user acceptance trials.  This application will track assessment time series information and contribute to national reports (Our Living Oceans - Status of Stocks), as well as respond to constituent requests (Congressional inquiries, NCEAS, EPA National Coastal Condition Report, Heinz Center State of the Nation's Ecosystems report).  Contact: Kristan Blackhart (206) 302-2479; Richard Methot (206) 860-3365; Tina Chang (301) 713-2328 .x213.
Economics and Social Sciences
Southwest Science Center Economist Gives Talk
Staff hosted James Hilger, an economist from the Southwest Science Center, May 11 to 14, in our office.  Dr. Hilger presented his work on recreational models in the Pacific Northwest at an ST Brown Bag on May 11.  Dr. Hilger is currently studying the recreational for-hire industry in California, in particular, fishing trips for highly migratory species.  Contact:  Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.

Surveys and Data Collection Projects
Protected Species Valuation Survey: Staff implemented the Protected Species Valuation Survey, an economic survey designed to estimate the non-market value of multiple threatened and endangered species under NMFS stewardship.  Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.
Marine Mammals and Acoustics

Fisheries Incidental Take Working Group
The working group completed a data-call input template and initiated data call beta-testing with the NEFSC. Once beta-testing is complete, a data call will go out to a NMFS Science Centers. ST4 staff briefed NMFS Leadership on FITWG process and progress to date. 

ST will host a workshop for Interagency Marine Mammal Working Group members (ICF) to identify needs, goals and objectives for an interagency marine Mammal Database (MARMAM) in mid-June 2009. 
ST4 staff participated in a two-day discussion on ESA listing criteria for Recovery Plans for fin and sperm whales convened by OPR/PR3. Reviewed and commented on power point presentation for first meeting of the NAS Review of Sea Turtle Population Assessment Methods on 26 May 2009. 
Provided review and comments on OPR contract agreements and Scope of Work for gathering background information on status of global humpback whales for status review to support listing change (OPR PR3 lead). 
Set up briefing for S&T leadership on Protected Species Marine Mammal Assessment module for SIS database system to track GPRA targets and to complement fisheries data. 
Participated in PR-ARA meeting 12-14 May 2009 – Chaired one day session on protected species science issues with Science Center reps. 
Participated in Senate Commerce Committee staff briefing on NMFS Marine Mammal research programs goal and needs 21 May 2009. Initiated development of Protected Species Climate Change Alternative for FY12-FY16 EOP POP process. 
Completed update of the EGT-SWIM Alternative database for laboratory equipment upgrades for the FY12-FY16 PPBES process. 
Set up briefing by ST4 for OPR leadership on S&T Habitat program and improvement plan development. Initiated development of 5-yr implementation plan for position of S&T Protected Species Science Coordinator.  Contact: Steven L. Swartz (301) 713-2363 x128. 

International Scientific Activities

North American Association of Fisheries Economists Meeting, Newport, RI, May 17-20
Staff participated in the 5th Biennial North American Association of Fisheries Economists (NAAFE) Forum held in Newport, Rhode Island, May 17-20. Staff organized and presented special session titled “The Measurement and Use of Stated Preference Values of Threatened, Endangered, and At-Risk Aquatic Species Protection for Policy and Management in the U.S. and Canada.”   Contacts:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328 and Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.

Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Committee for Fisheries Workshop, Newport, Rhode Island, May 21-22
Staff participated in the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Committee for Fisheries workshop on the ‘Economics of Stock Rebuilding Programs’ held in Newport, Rhode Island, May 21-22.  Contacts:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328.

Central America Monitoring Control and Surveillance Workshop
Held in El Salvador May12-14, with delegates from nine Central American countries attending. The US Government assisted conference attendees by providing technical and management presentations and support. The result of the workshop was the development of a regional implementation plan to combat Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing.  Contact: Teresa Turk (301) 713.2328 x164.
Information Management

Comparative Analysis of Marine Ecosystem Organization (CAMEO) 

ST6 Members have finished some new functionality for the CAMEO system and have demoed the system to some of the stakeholders. This application has also been deployed to the test server so that ST6 members can test the software and fix any bugs in the software. Once testing is complete ST6 will release the application to our client. Contact: Tina Chang (301) 713-2328
ASTWG-Advanced Sampling Technology
ST6 Members have finished receiving new requirements from stakeholders and users. These requirements have been implemented into the system and are ready for testing. Phase II of the project has been successfully implemented and is currently under users reviewing and testing. Contact: Tina Chang (301) 713-2328
Geographic Information System (GIS)
ST6 Members have added a major update to the NMFS GIS website. The site now has updated and expanded content on data and how NMFS uses GIS (http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/gis). Contact: Tim Haverland (301) 713-2328 and Tina Chang (301) 713-2328

Fisheries Information System – FOSS Spiral I
ST6 Members have added new functionality to improve the end user experience. This new functionality allows end users to customize their view of the data and the amount of reports that they can see depending on their needs. ST6 Members have also created and completed new User Interfaces for various FOSS applications. These new applications will then be tested with production data and once testing is complete we will launch these applications in a production environment. Contact: Tina Chang (301) 713-2328

Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP)
ST6 Members have revised the original Data Management and Standards Work Group (DMSWG) project 2 (DMSWG-2) to reflect necessary changes and have submitted the project proposal to MRIP Operations Team (OT).  ST6 Members have also facilitated the installation of the FIS Data Reconciliation System (DRS) for compatibility testing with the MRIP Angler Registry. Contact Scott Sauri (301) 713-2328 and Tina Chang (301) 713-2328.

Inventory of NMFS Fishery-independent Surveys and Observations
ST4 completed the preliminary data call – Five Years’ (FY04-08) Survey Lists from the Six Science Centers. The lists were cross-referenced with the FY2009-2011 survey lists provided by the Vessel Coordinators Working Group to ensure the correct linkage between the historical and projected fishery-independent surveys in the Fishery-INdependent Survey System (FINSS). The lists have also been shared and used by the Incidental Take Working Group (the third component of FINSS) in their 2009 data call. Contact: Jihong Dai, Steve Brown (301) 713-236.

Data Confidentiality
ST4 staff worked with ST1, Protected Resources, and NOAA General Counsel to develop an interim guidance memo for data aggregation and release based on recommendations from the NMFS Leadership Council.   Contact: Samantha Brooke, (301) 713-2363 x109, Steve Koplin (301) 713-2328.

Enterprise Data Management (EDM) Coordination Team (Coor Team) Workshop
ST4 staff attended the FIMAC Coor Team workshop in Annapolis on May 19 and May 21, 2009. The Team reached consensus on objectives, actionable items, and schedules in the next step forward. The Team shared concepts and methodologies for achieving lasting organizational change with regard to the enterprise data management in NMFS and developed a tentative agenda for a July Fisheries Information Management Advisory Committee Workshop. Contact: Jihong Dai (301) 713-2364.
EPA System of Registries (SoR) Conference: Bring Meaning to Data
ST4 Staff attended the EPA SoR Conference in DC on May 20. The conference focused on EPA’s successes and challenges on accessing high quality information by providing registration services for important metadata that describes systems, data, terminology, and technology components. As NMFS EDM is going forward with similar initiatives, it’s an opportunity to learn from other agencies regarding how to implement best practices and automated services. Contact: Jihong Dai (301) 713-2364
Outreach and Education

Dissertation Defense
Staff participated in the dissertation defense of John Primo, Department of Anthropology, University of GA, on May 1, 2009.  The dissertation is titled A Study of Executive Decision-Making at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  Research for the dissertation was carried out while the candidate was a Knauss Fellow.  Contact: Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328.

Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) Information Collection Request (ICR) for NMFS Observer Programs
ST staff had the lead in completing the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) information collection request (ICR) to cover all the information subject to the PRA that NMFS observer programs collect.  The last steps in preparing the ICR, which were completed in May with assistance from Samantha Brook (ST4), Sarah Brabson ( SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NOAA PRA Clearance Officer), and NMFS Observer Programs staff, included:  (1)  preparing a response to the two public comments received in response to the FR Notice concerning this ICR; (2) adding the required PRA information (i.e., OMB Control No., expiration date, and, in some cases, a PRA statement) to all data collection forms used to collect information covered by this ICR; (3) revising the supporting statement, including the burden estimates; and (4) submitting the revised ICR  to NMFS and NOAA PRA officers for review.  Contacts:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328 and Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.
NMFS Economists Prepare Draft Text for National Standard 1 Guidelines
ST5 staff coordinated an effort among NMFS economists to prepare draft text for what will become part of a Tech Memo for implementing the National Standard 1 Guidelines that were published in January.  Contact:  David Tomberlin (301) 713-2328.

Meeting of Social Science Working Group of NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program Social Science Strategy
Staff participated in social science working group meeting of the NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program Social Science Strategy.  Contact Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.

NOAA Oral History Workshop Held in Silver Spring, May 5-7, 2009

Staff helped organize and participated in the NOAA Oral History Workshop held May 5-7, 2009 on the NOAA campus in Silver Spring, MD.  Staff served on the NOAA Oral History Working Group that is coordinating the development of oral history program across NOAA to preserve NOAA’s cultural heritage. Contact:  Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328.

Publications
Voices from the Fisheries Handbook Published on Voices Website 
Staff has recently published the new Voices from the Fisheries Handbook: Preserving Local Knowledge, Linking Generations, and Improving Environmental Literacy on the Voices from the Fisheries website, accessed at http://voices.nmfs.noaa.gov/documents/VFF_handbook_final.pdf.  The new handbook guides teachers and others through the process of creating and carrying out marine fisheries-focused oral history projects. Contact: Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328. 

Conferences and Meetings
ST staff hosted the annual recreational fisheries Constituent Data Review in Silver Spring.  Constituents representing recreational angling and for-hire stakeholders, Fishery Management Councils, and state and interstate partners received briefings on the conduct of current surveys for the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, and on the status of MRIP, and had an opportunity to review final estimates of catch and effort for 2008 and to communicate concerns or observations regarding the data. Contact: Gordon Colvin 301-713-2328
ST staff attended a Large Pelagics Intercept Survey training session in Somers Point, New Jersey. Meeting participants included contractor home office staff, New Jersey Field Supervisor, returning interviewers and new interviewers.  Attendance at training sessions is an importance component of the quality assurance program for the LPS. Contact: Ron Salz 301-713-2328
Marine Ecosystems
Fisheries and the Environment (FATE) research projects initiated

Eleven research projects were initiated within the FATE program to develop and refine ecological indices for use in improving living marine resource stock assessments and advancing the understanding of marine ecosystem dynamics.  Projects were selected through a competitive proposal review, ranking and selection process.  Contact: Kenric Osgood (301) 713-2363
Miscellaneous Activities

ST staff completed an analysis of sea turtle hooking data from MRFSS survey questions fielded in 2006 for the SERA.  This analysis was required for a section 7 consultation under the ESA and will be included in a new biological opinion being written for the Gulf of Mexico reef fish fishery. Included in the analysis were recommendations for future data collections to more accurately and precisely estimate the total hooking incidence, or take, of sea turtles in the marine recreational fishery of the EEZ in the Gulf of Mexico region.  Contact:  Tom Sminkey 301-713-2328.
Biological Response to Reduced Sea Ice in the Pacific Arctic Region  
This NMFS/PMEL/University of Maryland co-convened workshop (6-8 May 2009) focused on three key questions:  (1) how are biological processes and organisms responding to extreme sea ice retreats, seawater warming and increasing freshwater content in the Pacific Arctic sector; (2) how will biological processes change in the next 2-3 decades; and (3) what to we need to investigate to forecast biological ecosystem repose to sea ice retreat/sea water warming.  A manuscript for EOS is in preparation, as well as a workshop summary and manuscript(s) for journal publication.  Contact:  Sue Moore (Sue.Moore@noaa.gov).
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