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PPBES (Goal Team, Ecosystem Observations Program)

Budget Issues
Program Change Summaries:  ST4 staff developed FY12-16 above core and within core Program Change Summaries for the EOP Fisheries Monitoring and Assessment and Habitat Monitoring and Assessment capabilities, and reviewed the above and within core Program Change Summaries for Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363, Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.
Observing Systems
Commercial Fisheries Statistics
Coordinating Working Party of Fishery Statistics (CWP) Handbook of Aquaculture Statistics.   ST staff, at the invitation of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), participated in an expert workshop to draft a handbook of standards for aquaculture data collection at the national and international level.  The workshop was sponsored by FAO, CWP, and the Network of Aquaculture Centres in the Asia-Pacific (NACA) and was held November 10-14 in Halong Bay, Viet Nam.  The result of the workshop was a draft handbook that will be further refined by the CWP Secretariat and will provide standardized data concepts for aquaculture and guidance to national authorities collecting information on aquaculture.  Contact: Alan.Lowther@noaa.gov; 301-713-2328.
Vessel Planning and Coordination

Procurement and Planning

Fishery Survey Vessel 3: NOAA Ship Pisces was commissioned on November 6, 2009 in Pascagoula MS.  ST staff facilitated the OMAO Chief Financial Officer’s visit to the commissioning and Mississippi Laboratories opening, as well as visits to VT Halter Shipyard and the Bell M. Shimada. Contact Allen Shimada (301) 713-7672.

Fishery Survey Vessel 4: ST staff worked with the NWFSC and SWFSC vessel coordinators to identify NMFS headquarter’s funding of the Fish Handling System (FHS) and a marine mammal chaseboat and davit with Bell M. Shimada CO and Oak Management representative.  FY10 EASA funds are identified for the FHS procurement and the potential funding of the davit system in FY11.  A meeting was held with the Silver Spring AGO to alert them to the upcoming procurement action. Contact Allen Shimada (301) 713-7672.

Fishery Survey Vessel 5 (SEFSC Shallow-draft): ST4 and SEFSC Mississippi Laboratory staff.briefed the OMAO CFO on additional mission justifications for the shallow-draft design.  The FY2011 OMB Passback is expected shortly after Thanksgiving. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-7672.

FSV Operations

NOAA Fleet Allocation Plan: The Fleet Working Group continued a post-mortem review of the FY11 Fleet Allocation Process (Matrix), a joint meeting with Line Office General Counsel was held to vet the application of the Legislative Mandate Criteria in project scoring.  The initial FY11 draft schedule, based on the matrix rankings, was distributed to the FWG for review. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363.

Stock Assessments

Habitat Assessments

Habitat Assessment Improvement Plan: ST4 staff developed and edited text for the HAIP, including a major re-write of the section on performance measures.  HAIP team chair Mary Yoklavich distributed a nearly complete draft on 24 November. Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363, Kristan Blackhart (206) 302-2479.
Economics and Social Sciences
National Catch Shares Workshop, November 17-19, 2009, Southwest Fisheries Science Center, La Jolla, CA:  The National Catch Shares Workshop was held November 17-19, 2009 at the Southwest Fisheries Science Center in La Jolla, CA. The workshop began work on developing the NMFS approach for tracking the socioeconomic performance of catch share programs and estimating or predicting the effects of catch share programs and other management actions.  Workshop outputs include: (1) a preliminary list of performance measures to be used in the August 2010 report on catch share programs, (2) preliminary definitions of each measure, and (3) identification of method(s) for generating fishery-specific estimates for each performance measure. Contact: Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328.

Surveys and Data Collection Projects
2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey: The 2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey (an economic stated preference survey) is still in the field. The survey focuses on angler tradeoff behavior for different management programs for Northeast ground fish species (Atlantic Cod, Haddock, Pollack). Contact: Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328.

Marine Mammals and Acoustics

Advisory to NOAA Acoustic Program:  ST7 staff continued to work in an advisory capacity with NMFS/OPR staff (Amy Scholik) regarding development of protocols for assessing acoustic impacts of anthropogenic sound on marine mammals.  Development of a NOAA Acoustic Exposure Guidance document is underway, with provisional discussions held with Brandon Southall regarding completion of a draft plan by the end of the calendar year  Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889. 

Advisory to NOAA/SEARCH Activities:  ST7 staff participated in the Arctic in Rapid Transition (ART) Implementation Workshop (7-9 November; Fairbanks, AK) as an invited expert on marine mammals and climate change.  The goal of the workshop was to support young investigators in their effort to develop a science & implementation plan for the Arctic.  This workshop followed-on the annual SEARCH meeting, where the incoming chair (H. Eicken) requested specific focus on marine mammals-human communities with regard to the SEARCH/Responding element.  As for SEARCH SSC meetings, travel support was provided by ARCUS. 

Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889

International Scientific Activities

International Meetings

Arctic Council/CAFF-CBMP: Marine Expert Monitoring Group (MEMG):

ST7 staff co-convened the marine mammal-seabird discipline group at the second and final MEMG workshop (3-6 November; Coral Gables, FL).  Drawing upon two international workshops and a series of teleconferences, a Final Draft Integrated Monitoring Plan (IMP) for the Circumpolar Marine Biodiversity Monitoring Program (CBMP) should be completed and submitted to CAFF by 30 January 2010.  The overarching goal of the MEMG is to "promote, facilitate, coordinate and harmonize marine biodiversity monitoring activities among circumpolar countries and to improve ongoing communication amongst and between scientists, community experts, managers and disciplines both inside and outside the Arctic".  The MEMG is co-chaired by representatives from NOAA/OAR (K. Crane) and Norway (R. Hindrum).  The IMP will be reviewed at Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889
Information Management

Inventory of NMFS Fishery-independent Surveys and Observations:  ST4 completed the statistical summary of the 2004-2008 Survey Inventory Data Call results. The summary indicated that ST received the metadata records for 437 surveys, 926 cruises and 58257 stations (each trackline is counted as one station) from the six NMFS science centers as of Nov. 24, 2009. The information is being loaded into the Oracle Database, and the web user interface design is underway by ST6. Contact: Jihong Dai, Steve Brown (301) 713-2364, Tina Chang (301) 713-2328.

NMFS Enterprise Data Management (EDM): ST4 staff attended the EDM Coordination Team workshop during Nov. 10 – 12 in Annapolis, MD. The workshop discussed the metrics for success, stakeholder buyins, and FY10 Project Management Plan for each of the EDM teams. Contact: Jim Sargent (301) 713-2367, Jihong Dai (301) 713-2364.
Outreach and Education

National Observer Program 2008 Annual Report:  The National Observer Program completed its 2008 annual report, which includes budget and coverage information, as well as observer program success stories.  The report will be reviewed by ST leadership and then posted on the NOP website.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (713-2363 x109).  
Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

NOAA-Minerals Management Service (MMS):  ST7 staff continued to act as liaison between NOAA/Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL), NOAA National Marine Mammal Laboratory (NMML) and the US Minerals Management Service (DoI), Alaska Region to promote coordination of two proposals for research in the Alaska Chukchi Sea. The proposals, entitled Passive Acoustic Detection and Monitoring of Baleen Whales in the Alaskan Arctic ($ 4.3M), and Ecosystem Observations in the Chukchi Sea: Biophysical Moorings and Climate Modeling ($ 2.1M) are both for 5-year periods (2009-2014) and have received final approval from MMS, but are still awaiting final sign-off from NOAA before plans for the 2010 field season can get underway. Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889
Data Sharing Agreement with the NOS:  The National Observer Program completed a data sharing agreement that will allow the NOS Marine Debris Program and NMFS observer programs to work together and collect marine debris data.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (713-2363 x109).  

National SSC Workshop: The 2nd National Workshop for the Scientific and Statistical Committees of the 8 regional Fishery Management Councils was held Nov 9-13 at St. Thomas, USVI.  Approximately 2 representatives from each SSC and 2 from each NMFS Science Center participated to discuss progress in implementing the National Standard guidelines.  Particularly important topics were:  the role of SSCs in assuring the quality of science used for management, and procedures for specifying harvest control rules that take into account uncertainty in the scientific information.  Four staff from S&T attended to make presentations on science quality assurance, control rules, including socioeconomic information in specification of optimum yield, and progress in implementing the Marine Recreational Information Program.  Contact Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.

Publications
National Bycatch Report:  A full copy edit of the National Bycatch Report was completed.  The report will be sent for a 30-day leadership council review.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (713-2363 x109), Catherine Purcell (713-2363 x157).  
Conferences and Meetings
ST staff participated in the 21st Regular Meeting of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas held in Recife, Brazil, November 6-15, 2009. Contact; Guillermo Diaz 713-2363 x130. 

ST staff facilitated a conference call w/ members of the NOPAT Electronic Monitoring Committee on November 9th. The call was part of a series of pre-determined calls to monitor the progress of an action plan developed during the Electronic Monitoring Workshop held August 26-27, 2009 in Boulder, CO and to update members on the workshop proceedings. Contact: Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217 and Catherine Purcell 713-2368 x157.

ST staff facilitated a conference call w/ members of the NOPAT Safety Committee on November 10th. The focus of the call was to ensure tasks identified by NOPAT during their last meeting are being addressed and that updates on the committee’s activities are adequately documented.   Contact: Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217

ST staff participated in a meeting of the NMFS Employee Worklife and Diversity Committee on November 18th. The committee finalized the details for their holiday collaboration with Shepherd’s Table, a non-profit organization that provides help to people who are homeless or in need. This year, S&T will support the committee’s efforts by donating items to fill 6 backpacks, which will turned over to Shepherd’s Table for distribution.  Contacts: Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217and Ana Valentin 713-2328 x124.

National Stock Assessment and Habitat Assessment Workshops:  ST4 is organizing the 11th National Stock Assessment Workshop and the 1st National Habitat Assessment Workshop, to be held in New Orleans the week of May 17, 2010.  The announcement and call for abstracts was distributed November 2, 2009.  Contacts: William Michaels, Stephen Brown, Kirsten Larsen (301) 713-2363.
ICCAT Sport and Recreational Fisheries Working Group Meeting: ST staff assisted in writing a report on recreational highly migratory species monitoring and management in the U.S. that was distributed to all ICCAT member states.  ST staff attended the full day meeting in Recife, Brazil and served as the Recreational Monitoring Expert for the U.S. Delegation to ICCAT.  ST staff provided talking points and supported the Head of the U.S. Delegation during the meeting.  Contact: Ronald Salz (301) 713-2328.

Office of Science and Technology Personnel

National Observer Program Manager:  ST4 welcomed Chris Rilling as the new manager of the National Observer program on November 16, 2009.  Chris holds a bachelor's degree in marine biology from Humboldt State University and a master’s degree in fisheries science from the University of Maryland.  He worked for several years as a commercial fisherman in Prince William Sound, Alaska.  He has worked for NOAA since 1999, most recently serving as the Branch Chief of the Highly Migratory Species Division's Operations and Planning Team in the Office of Sustainable Fisheries.  Contact: Chris Rilling (301) 713-2363.
Miscellaneous Activities

Simulation Modeling for System Design and Analysis, I and II: Fundamental Principles and Advanced Concepts, Nov. 16-20, 2009. ST staff attended a week-long course on simulation modeling principles and applications sponsored by Averill M. Law & Associates. Contact: Sonia Jarvis & David Tomberlin, 301-713-2328 x 104.
ST staff met with the Director of the Office of Civil Rights and EEO managers from, NOS, NWS, OAR, NESDIS, NMFS, and OMAO. The focus of the meeting was to develop plans for the 2010 Black History Month commemorative program. Contact: Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217.
ST staff participated in the NOAA Chapter of Blacks In Government annual food drive. The drive culminated in the collection of enough food to complete 30 basket for distribution to families in the D.C. metropolitan area that are in need. Contact: Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217.
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