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PPBES (Goal Team, Ecosystem Observations Program)

EOP Activities
FY2010 Office of Science and Technology (F/ST) Annual Operating Plan (AOP) and Ecosystem Observations Program (EOP) Matrix Annual Operating Plan (M-AOP): NOAA Program Planning and Implementation Office (PPI) requested the development and submission of Annual Operating Plans for all Matrix programs (EOP included).  These documents were developed in coordination with the Line Office’s AOP efforts (e.g. F/ST AOP development).  F/ST4 coordinated the development of these annual operating plans and worked closely with F/MB.  Additionally, FY2009 Q4 milestones and EOP Performance Measure actuals were finalized and reported to NMFS/NOAA leadership. Contact: Mark Chandler 301-713-2367 x152.

Science Quality Assurance

Center for Independent Experts

CIE Reports: Eight completed reports (SEFSC SEDAR 18 red drum assessment, SWR Trinity River BiOp, NWFSC STAR bronzed-spotted and green-spotted rockfish assessments, SWFSC Pacific sardine assessment) were delivered to the Science Centers and Regional Offices, and two peer reviews (PIFSC Swordfish Assessment, SEFSC SEDAR 19 red and black groupers Assessment Workshop) were completed. Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363 x 136.
National Standards

National Standard 2 (NS2): The proposed rule has been submitted into the clearance process for publication in the Federal Register. The NS2 proposed rule provides national guidance and clarification on “best scientific information available,” peer review standards, role of the

Councils’ SSC advisory bodies in peer review, and the requirements for the SAFE reports. Contact: William Michaels (301) 713-2363 x 136.
Observing Systems
National Observer Program
At-sea monitors: ST4 staff presented to the NMFS Science Board on the proposed use of at-sea monitors for catch-share fisheries in the Northeast.  Primary topics of discussion included the NMFS Minimum Eligibility Standards for Marine Fisheries Observers (including alternative qualification procedures), Department of Labor issues, data quality concerns.  The Science Board recommended the NE proceed with current plans to waive the bachelor’s degree requirement on a case-by-case basis.  It was agreed that results of this “experiment” would be carefully tracked.  Contact: Stephen Brown, 713-2363 x 133, Samantha Brooke, 713-2363 x109, or Dennis Hansford, 713-2363 x217.

Paperwork Reduction Act Approval: ST4 staff received word that the application for PRA approval for all observer program questions had been approved.  The new PRA number will be valid for three years, and will be used on all observer program forms.  Observer programs, which had been limiting questions asked to the minimum required for observer safety and notifying all vessels that responding to questions was voluntary, will now be able to ask the full suite of mandatory questions.  Contact: Samantha Brooke, 713-2363 x109.
Vessel Planning and Coordination

Procurement and Planning
Fishery Survey Vessel 4 (Bell M. Shimada): Acoustic Ranging was completed on September 26th, but the ICES noise standard was exceeded for all combinations of generators tested. VT Halter is currently investigating the potential sources of noise.  NOAA AGO is in discussion on agreement for a final (firm) delivery date.  The Fish Handling System must be procured by NMFS, as FY2009 OMAO PAD funds were not successfully contracted out.  A new contracting effort will be initiated following identification of FY2010 funding.  Still unfunded is a marine mammal chase boat and davit to support SWFSC STAR surveys. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138
Fishery Survey Vessel 5: OMAO CFO briefed the FY2011 Budget to OMB and received a request for a follow-up analysis for survey mission impacts at a 10% reduction from the $64M request and the downstream effects on the regional fisheries.  ST4 staff, with input from SEFSC, crafted the response, which was forwarded to OMB by NOAA Budget. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138.
Fishery Survey Vessel 6 (David Starr Jordan Replacement): The FSV6 Source Evaluation Board completed its technical review of submitted bids over a two week period ending October 9, 2009.  The Board will forward its recommendation to the Source Selection Board and the Selecting Official.  An award is expected by March 8, 2010 with a detailed design and construction period of 36 months and a 9 month warranty period to follow.  Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138.
Fishery Survey Vessel 7: A meeting between F and OMAO senior managers agreed that the best possible strategy to gain FSV7 funding would be to justify mission planning and construction estimates based on a sixth FSV-40 hull in a FY 2012 OMAO initiative. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138.
FSV Operations
Fleet Allocation Plan: The FY10 FAP was signed at the September 21st Fleet Council.  NMFS HQ/ST will divert EASA funds to buy 118 FSV DAS (~$1.6M) & 137 replacement Charter DAS (~$1.7M).  Service Level Agreements between OMAO and the Line Offices are to be signed by the November 16th Fleet Council meeting. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138.
Economics and Social Sciences
National Catch Shares Workshop, November 17-19, 2009, Southwest Fisheries Science Center, La Jolla, CA:  Plans are progressing for the National Catch Shares Workshop, to be held November 17-19, 2009 at the Southwest Fisheries Science Center in La Jolla, CA. The primary purpose of this workshop is to develop the NMFS approach for tracking the socioeconomic performance of catch share programs and estimating or predicting the effects of catch share programs and other management actions.  The essential outputs of the workshop will be: (1) the list of performance measures that will be used in the August 2010 report on catch share programs, (2) the definition of each measure, and (3) the method(s) that will be used to generate the fishery-specific estimates for each performance measures. Contact:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328.
Background Paper on Improving the Biological And Economic Data for the Pacific Fishery Management Council’s Coastal Pelagic Species and Highly Migratory Species Fisheries Prepared: A background paper on improving the biological and economic data for the Pacific Fishery Management Council’s coastal pelagic species and highly migratory species fisheries was distributed to the CPS and HMS Management Teams.  The paper, which had been prepared by ST5 staff with assistance from SWFSC economists, focuses on the development of a coastwide electronic logbook program to collect biological and economic data for those two fisheries.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

Performance Measures for Four Fisheries for Which Catch Share Programs Will Be Implemented by 2011 Produced: Performance measures for four fisheries for which catch share programs will be implemented by 2011 were produced using data for 2007 and 2008.  The measures are the number of active vessels, pounds of catch per vessel, revenue per vessel, number of stock for which the quota was not taken, average of catch/quota for those stocks, number of stock for which the quota was exceeded, average of catch/quota for those stocks, season length in days, days at sea, and total revenue.  This information was prepared for F/SF in support of the Catch Shares budget imitative.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.
F/ST FY10 Economics and Social Sciences Spending Plan: The Center Directors were asked to assist in developing the F/ST FY10 Economics and Social Sciences Spending Plan.  Specifically, they were asked submit (1) proposals for commercial fisheries economic data collection programs, and economic research, community / sociocultural data collection, and recreational fisheries economic data collection and research; (2) spending plan for FY10 to use the commercial economic data collection funds that were permanently transferred to the Science Centers (Regions); and (3) updates on projects and programs that had been funded under the Economics and Social Science initiative.  Contact:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328.
Meeting with USFWL Economists Held October 29 in Silver Spring, MD:  ST5 organized a meeting on Oct 29 at NMFS between ST5 economists, regional Science Center economists, ST1, and USFWS economists who are responsible for the “National Survey on Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife-Associated Recreation”.  The purpose of the meeting was to compare survey methodologies, economic expenditure questions and data, and trends over time between the two surveys.  Contact:  Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.
Preliminary Results from the Socio-Economic Add-On Survey:  ST5 economist participated in the MRIP Wave meeting in Baltimore on Oct 28 and presented some preliminary results from the Socio-economic Add-On survey currently in the field.  Contact: Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.
2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey: The 2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey (an economic stated preference survey) is still in the field. The survey focuses on angler tradeoff behavior for different management programs for Northeast ground fish species (Atlantic Cod, Haddock, Pollack). Contact: Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328.

Marine Mammals and Acoustics

NOAA Arctic Strategic Plan.  ST7 staff  presented a talk entitled Marine Mammals as  Ecosystem Sentinels in the Pacific Arctic at the 18th Biennial Conference of the Society for Marine Mammals in Quebec, Canada. Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-409-1785

Advisory to NOAA Acoustic Program.  ST7 staff continued to work in an advisory capacity with NMFS/OPR staff (Amy Scholik) regarding development of protocols for assessing acoustic impacts of anthropogenic sound on marine mammals.  Development of a NOAA Acoustic Exposure Guidance document is underway, with the TTS/PTS portion of the manuscript reviewed in October and provisional discussions held with Brandon Southall regarding completion of a draft plan by the end of the calendar year  Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-409-1785 

S&T Protected Species Science Coordinator:  Attended Sea Turtle Ecosystem Assessment Workshop at SWFSC, La Jolla. Briefed the NMFS Science Board on the FITWG implementation process and the internet Protected Species Incidental Take (PSIT) database system where Science Centers can report their incidental takes of protected species. Participated in IACUC Conference call to implement Science Centers’ animal use review committees. Attended the Society for Marine Mammalogy’s 18th Biennial Conference on the Biology of Marine Mammals in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada.  Briefed the NMFS Science Board on the interagency efforts to develop a federal marine mammal database based on the OBIS-SEAMAP model. Convened kick-off meeting with HQ-FITWG staff and contractors for implementing the FITWG incidental take of protected species authorization process and NEPA reviews. With OPR Staff (T. Eagle) presented draft of proposed marine mammal research bill to augment NMFS current monitoring and assessment capabilities to the Senate Commerce Committee staff. Met with OP staff to discuss transfer of protected species assessment funding administration from OPR to S&T - ST4 Contact: Steven L. Swartz (301) 713-2363 ext 128. 
International Scientific Activities

International Meetings

Arctic Council/CAFF-CBMP: Marine Expert Monitoring Group (MEMG). ST7 staff contributed to development of a draft Integrated Monitoring Plan (IMP) for the Arctic Council Circumpolar Marine Biodiversity Monitoring Program (CBMP) MEMG.  The overarching goal of the MEMG is to "promote, facilitate, coordinate and harmonize marine biodiversity monitoring activities among circumpolar countries and to improve ongoing communication amongst and between scientists, community experts, managers and disciplines both inside and outside the Arctic".  The MEMG is co-chaired by representatives from NOAA/OAR (K. Crane) and Norway (R. Hindrum).  The IMP will be reviewed at the second and final MEMG workshop in Coral Gables, Florida, 3-6 November 2009. Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-409-1785
Information Management

Inventory of NMFS Fishery-independent Surveys and Observations:  ST4 received the 2004-2008 Survey Inventory Data Call submissions from the six science centers in late September and October. The inventory contains high-level information for fishery science centers' ship-borne fishery independent surveys during the past five years. The metadata are collected by survey, cruise and station, coupled with detailed information at each level. The initial results of this data call have been used in response to the recent Ocean Policy Task Force (OPTF) data inventory request. Currently, the Oracle Database is under development. The data loading and the interface development are expected to start in November 2009. Upon completion, the system will provide trusted observation metadata along with the analytical tools to users (scientists, data managers, decision makers, and the public), as well as respond to data calls and planning/budgeting scenarios. Contact: Jihong Dai, Steve Brown (301) 713-2364, Tina Chang (301) 713-2328.
Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

NOAA-Minerals Management Sevice (MMS).  ST7 staff continued to act as liaison between NOAA/Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL), NOAA National Marine Mammal Laboratory (NMML) and the US Minerals Management Service (DoI), Alaska Region to promote coordination of two proposals for research in the Alaska Chukchi Sea. The proposals, entitled Passive Acoustic Detection and Monitoring of Baleen Whales in the Alaskan Arctic ($ 4.3M), and Ecosystem Observations in the Chukchi Sea: Biophysical Moorings and Climate Modeling ($ 2.1M) are both for 5-year periods (2009-2014) and have received final approval from MMS, but we are awaiting final sign-off from NOAA before plans for the 2010 field season can get underway. Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-409-1785
Publications
National Bycatch Report:  An update on the National Bycatch Report was made to the Science Board.  Contact: Samantha Brooke, 713-2363 x109 and Catherine Purcell, 713-2363 x157.
Conferences and Meetings
Paper to be presented at 2009 National SSC Workshop, November 10-13 in Wyndam Sugar Bay, St. Thomas USVI:  ST5 staff and other NMFS economists revised a paper, Economic Considerations in the Implementation of  National Standard 1, which will be presented at the 2009 National SSC Workshop, November 10-13 in Wyndam Sugar Bay, St. Thomas USVI.  Contact:  David Tomberlin (301) 713-2328.

Standing Committee of Research and Statistics (SCRS) of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT): held its annual plenary meeting in Madrid, October 5-9, 2009. Contact: Guillermo Diaz, 713-2363 x130.
Standing Committee of Research and Statistics (SCRS) of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT): held a special meeting to consider de status of Atlantic bluefin tuna populations with respect to CITES biological listing criteria held in the city of Madrid, October 21-23, 2009. Contact: Guillermo Diaz, 713-2363 x130.

ST staff facilitated a conference call between the USCG Drug and Alcohol Program Director, Robert Schonening and NPGOP manager, Martin Loefflad. The conference was the results of the NTSB’s report on the sinking of F/V Alaska Ranger and the discussion focused on availability of observer safety documents to the CG. Contact: Dennis Hansford 713-2363.
Office of Science and Technology Personnel
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Miscellaneous Activities

Tom Sminkey, Ph.D. graduated from DOC Executive Leadership Development Program 4 (Oct. 21).  Contact: Tom Sminkey, Dave Van Voorhees, 301-713-2328.
Professional Service: A member of the ST4 staff has been elected President of the NOAA Chapter of Blacks In Government. Contact: Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217.
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