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Observing Systems
Marine Recreational Information Program
Preliminary estimates for recreational catch, effort and participation are now available to the public via our online queries. http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/st1/recreational/queries/index.html  Contact:  Lauren Dolinger Few (301) 713 2328
ST staff provided an update on activities of the Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP) HMS Work Group to the HMS Advisory Panel. The HMS Work Group is finishing up five projects aimed at improving recreational data for highly migratory species.  Projects included characterization surveys of HMS anglers in the South Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and Puerto Rico, and an evaluation of HMS tournament sampling in the Large Pelagics Survey. Contact: Ronald Salz 301-713-2328
ST staff organized and participated in a meeting of the MRIP Operations Team in Woods Hole, MA September 23-24.   The purpose of the meeting was to review progress of ongoing MRIP projects and discuss MRIP funding priorities for FY 2010.  The meeting resulted in a prioritized list of projects that will be submitted to MRIP working groups for development and implementation.  Projects will focus on continued identification and testing of survey design improvements.  Contact: Rob Andrews (301) 713-2328
National Observer Program
At-sea monitors:  Discussions regarding the difference between observers and monitors, and the difficulties associated with using monitors, led to the creation of two documents in preparation for the upcoming Science Board meeting to illustrate these differences and difficulties. Contact: Teresa Turk, 713-2363 x164 and Catherine Purcell, 713-2363 x157
Vessel Planning and Coordination

Procurement and Planning
FSV Bell M. Shimada successfully completed Builder’s Trails in early June and July, and the Final Acceptance Trial on August 28th.  Acoustic Ranging was completed on September 26th, but ICES noise standard was exceeded for all combinations of generators tested.  Outstanding trial card issues, and a resolution of the acoustic findings must be addressed before NOAA will formally receive delivery.  OMAO will enter into negotiations and decide on a course of action (i.e. accept ship prior to complete resolution of the problem or withhold acceptance). Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138
Fishery Survey Vessel 6 (David Starr Jordan Replacement)

ST4 staff prepared the FSV6 Naming Package from OMAO (on behalf of the NOAA Fleet Council) to the Deputy Undersecretary on August 13th in time for a name selection to be announced at the September 15th groundbreaking of the new SWFSC La Jolla Laboratory.  The DUS turned back the decision memorandum with direction that OMAO Public Affairs work with the NOAA Office of Communication to explore options for opening up a naming opportunity to other constituent groups beyond secondary schools.  A recommendation to the DUS is forthcoming. 

Separately, the FSV6 Source Evaluation Board convened with AGO at the Western Regional Center on September 28th to begin its technical review of submitted bids over a two week period ending October 9th.  The Board will then send its choice and recommendation to the Source Selection Board and the Selecting Official.  An award is expected by February 2010. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138.
Fishery Survey Vessel 7

ST4 staff attended a two-day workshop, “Polar Ice Class & Winterization Operating Requirements,” conducted by the American Bureau of Shipping, and sponsored by OMAO Platform Acquisition Division to give program staff additional knowledge useful in developing a FSV7 initiative for FY 12. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138.
FSV Operations

ST4 continued work with Science Center Vessel Coordinators and Fleet Working Group to refine the final FY10 sailing schedule and identify program buyback DAS.  The FY10 FAP was signed at the September 21st Fleet Council.  NMFS HQ/ST will divert EASA funds to buy 118 FSV DAS (~$1.3M) & 137 replacement Charter DAS (~$1.7M). Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x138.
FY11 Line Office requests (220 projects) for NOAA ship time were received and scored by a revised weighting and six PPBES/OMAO matrix prioritization criteria.  Contact: Allen Shimada or Eric Breuer (301) 713-2363.
Stock Assessments

Stock Assessment Training

SEFSC Beaufort and Galveston scientists were trained in the use of the Stock Synthesis assessment model.  The training was accomplished via WEBEX and one visit to Seattle.  Assessment configurations for a hermaphroditic grouper, menhaden, and shrimp were created during the training. Contact Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.
Economics and Social Sciences
NOAA Educational Partnership Program Annual Science Forum
Staff served as an abstract reviewer for the NOAA Educational Partnership Program Annual Science Forum and reviewed 48 abstracts submitted under the living marine resources theme.  Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.

Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center Directors Meeting 
Staff participated in the Cooperative Science Center Directors Meeting to discuss future research vision and programmatic direction for the Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center. Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.

Surveys and Data Collection Projects
2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey: The 2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey (an economic stated preference survey) is still in the field. The survey focuses on angler tradeoff behavior for different management programs for Northeast ground fish species (Atlantic Cod, Haddock, Pollack). Contact: Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328.

Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

Observer Program Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) information collection request (ICR) Approved:  The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) approved, without change, the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) information collection request (ICR) that covers all the information subject to the PRA that NMFS observer programs collect.  This will end the temporary restrictions on the information the observer programs can collect.  Those restrictions were put in place last winter when it was determined that OMB approval had not been received for all of the observer collections that were subject to the PRA.  ST5 staff had the lead for completing the ICR and worked closely with the National Observer Program, the regional observer programs, and  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1the NOAA PRA Clearance Officer to complete this critical milestone.  Contacts:  Rita Curtis (301) 713-2328 and Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.
Catch Share Performance Measures Workshop at the NEFSC:  ST5 staff attended the Catch Share Performance Measures Workshop at the NEFSC and assisted in preparing the summaries for two breakout groups.  Contacts:  Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328 and Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.
Publications
Stated Preference Choice Experiments Applied to Endangered Species Valuation 
Staff completed a draft manuscript entitled “External Tests of Scope and Embedding in Stated Preference Choice Experiments:  An Application to Endangered Species Valuation” to submit to the journal Environmental and Resource Economics.  Manuscript is in review at AFSC and HQ. Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.

National Bycatch Report
ST4 staff and The National Bycatch Report executive team    completed revisions to The National Bycatch Report and began the copy editing process. Contact: Samantha Brooke, 713-2363 x109 and Catherine Purcell, 713-2363 x157.
Conferences and Meetings
ST staff met with data collection contractors, field supervisors, NERO staff, and SEFSC assessment biologists to discuss LPS data collection procedures and review raw data and catch estimates.  Contact: Ronald Salz 301-713-2328.

National Cooperative Research Annual Meeting

Regional coordinators of the Cooperative Research Working along with F/ST4 and other headquarters staff met in Silver Spring, September 9-10, 2009.  Agenda items included: safety-at-sea issues for cooperative research cruises; Experimental Fishing Permit (EFP) Final Rule release; budget issues; potential linkages to Cooperative Institutes and CESUs (Cooperative Ecosystem Study Units) Network, and international activities.  Contact: Mark Chandler (301) 713-2363.
Fisheries and the Environment

Dr. Richard Methot made an invited presentation at the annual meeting of the FATE investigators.  The topic was “Improving Stock Assessments with Environmental Information.”  Contact Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.
American Fisheries Society Annual Meeting

ST4 staff attended the annual meeting of the American Fisheries Society in Nashville, Tennessee from August 30-September 3, 2009. Teresa Turk (ST4) gave a presentation titled “Toward a new observer program model: refining and reviewing current programs”. Samantha Brooke (ST4) also attended and gave a presentation titled “U.S. National Bycatch Report” at this meeting. Contact: Teresa Turk, 713-2363 x164 and Samantha Brooke, 713-2363 x109.

Seabird Bycatch Workshop

ST4 Staff attended a workshop on seabird bycatch, held at the Alaska Fisheries Science Center in Seattle, WA from September 9-11, 2009. The goal of the workshop was to develop a National seabird bycatch strategy. Contact: Samantha Brooke, 713-2363 x109
International Council for Exploration of the Seas Annual Science Conference

Staff from ST4 attended the International Council for Exploration of the Seas Annual Science Conference in Berlin, Germany, from September 21-25, 2009 and presented a poster on The National Bycatch Report.  They also co-convened a theme session titled: Comparative study of climate impact on coastal and continental shelf ecosystems in the ICES area: assessment and management.  The session included 14 oral presentations and 4 posters.  Contact: Samantha Brooke, 713-2363 x109 & Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.

Office of Science and Technology Personnel

Military Leave 

ST4 staff member, Dennis Hansford, is on military duty until the end of September. Contact: Dennis Hansford 713-2363 x217 or Catherine Purcell, 713-2363 x157
Detail to OMAO Chief Financial Officer

ST4 staff completed a volunteer detail to OMAO Budget Office, serving as senior budget formulation analyst between November 1, 2008 and October 2, 2009. The intent was to assist the transition of the new CFO to OMAO, and provide day-to-day staff support for FY09 budget execution, future FSV (6 & 5) acquisitions, and new bottom-up budget initiative development resulting in a $79M FY11 DOC/NOAA Request now at OMB Review. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363 x 138.

Miscellaneous Activities

ST staff finalized a report titled "Characterization of Rod and Reel HMS Fisheries in the U.S. South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico." Characterization of these fisheries is seen as an initial step towards evaluating the need for alternative data collection approaches to improve on the accuracy and precision of HMS catch and directed effort estimates in this region. Data were collected from telephone interviews with over 5,000 permit holders in the HMS Angling, Charter/headboat, and Atlantic Tunas General permit categories.  Contact: Ronald Salz 301-713-2328
JPSM Short Course: Designing Mixed-Mode Surveys, September 10-11, 2009. ST staff attended a two-day course on mixed-mode survey design in Crystal City sponsored by the Joint Program in Survey Methodology (UMD). Contact: Sonia Jarvis & Sabrina Lovell, (301) 713-2328.
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