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Monthly Report

February 2010
PPBES (Goal Team, Ecosystem Observations Program)

Budget Issues
Expand Annual Stock Assessments:  ST4 staff completed FY10 permanent and temporary allocations to FMCs. Currently revising the BOP instructions to MB for the remainder of the fiscal year.  Contact: Allen Shimada, Richard Methot, Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.


Marine Recreational Information Program

National Saltwater Angler Registry:  During the month of February over 38,000 people were registered, pushing us past the 100,000 mark for total registrants to date.  Contact: Gordon Colvin (301) 713-2328x.175.
The NSAR (National Saltwater Angler Registry) team successfully delivered the NSAR system on Dec 31, 2009. The NSAR system provides a robust registration interface that is designed to efficiently and securely handle over 2 million registrations per year. It also provides data processing functionality that will help verify data input by users such as address validation. ST6 Members have been working diligently to upgrade the system and its features. There has been a significant redesign of the Call Center Web App and MRIP users can now update/edit existing user records. Lastly, there have been a number of bug fixes and the search functionality has also been improved. This new release v1.2.1.0 has been tested and has now been deployed to the production server. Contact Tina Chang and/or Scott Sauri (301) 713-2328
National Observer Program
National Observer Program Advisory Team (NOPAT):  ST4 staff will be attending a NOPAT meeting March 2-4 in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Items on the agenda include updates from each of the regional observer programs, international issues confronting the Pacific Region, and the High Seas Fishing Compliance Act.  Staff will be presenting and/or leading discussions on the FY2010-2011 budgets, catch shares, observer safety, electronic monitoring, PRA authorizations, data confidentiality, and a white paper on industry funded observer programs.  Contact: Chris Rilling (713-2363 x171)
Electronic Monitoring Committee: ST4 staff convened a meeting of the Electronic Monitoring (EM) Committee on February 2 to discuss the revised EM Business Charter, provide updates to EM projects in the regions, and discuss changes to staff representation on the committee. Contact: Dennis Hansford (713-2363 x217)

Vessel Planning and Coordination

FSV Operations
NOAA Fleet Working Group: ST4 staff attended weekly meetings to revise FY10 Fleet Allocation Plan (FAP), review the initial FY11 draft FAP, and refine the FY12 FAP data call user’s guide.  The FY12 data call will be issued by the Ecosystem Goal Team through the Ecosystems Assessment Program. Contact: Allen Shimada and Eric Breuer (301) 713-2363.
Stock Assessments

Regional Stock Assessments
Winter Striped Bass Tagging Cruise:  ST4 funded an 8-day cruise for tagging striped bass off the North Carolina coast, using the Duke University vessel, Cape Hatteras.  The cruise tagged and released 571 striped bass, and counted, measured, and determined gender for 10,907 spiny dogfish.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-02363.
Species Information System

ST6 Members have provided production support to the SIS project by adding new functionality and end user support. ST6 Members have also starting planning on the 4th phase of this project to meet our stakeholders’ needs. Lastly, ST6 Members have been working on a Public Portal design as well as an ACL prototype. Once testing is complete on these new features they will be deployed to the production server. Contact Tina Chang (301) 713-2328 x.213.
Economics and Social Sciences

FY10 Funding Decisions Completed: Funding decisions were made on:  (1) proposals for commercial fisheries economic data collection programs, and economic research, community / sociocultural data collection, and recreational fisheries economic data collection and research; and (2) spending plan for FY10 to use the commercial economic data collection funds that were permanently transferred to the Science Centers (Regions).  The decisions were sent to the Fisheries Science Centers.  Contact:  Sabrina Lovell and Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328 and Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

Phase 2 Voices from the Fisheries Website and Database Launched:  The new Phase 2

version of the Voices from the Fisheries web site and database went live.  Developed in collaboration with ST IT staff, the new website includes improved general information for the public as well as a more sophisticated search engine, and additional improvements were made to the database itself.  Public relations announcements are being planned with the NMFS Communications Office to get the word out.  Contact:  Susan Abbott-Jamieson (301) 713-2328.  
Economic Impacts Website:  Work continued on refining the economic impacts website (in partnership with ST6) for commercial fishing impacts.  The website will feature a map, tables, and charts that the user can view by region, state, year (2006 to 2008), and sector.  Contact: Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.

Review Comments on the Latest Draft of the National Bycatch Report Submitted: Staff prepared extensive review comments on the latest draft of the National Bycatch Report.  Comments highlighted the need to expand and improve bycatch estimates linked to fundamental fishery management changes that are underway, such as the implementation of annual catch limits (ACLs), accountability measures (AMs), and additional catch share programs.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197. 

Northeast Fisheries Observer Program Assisted with Justification for Change/PRA Clearances: Staff assisted Northeast Fishery Observer Program staff and the NOAA PRA Officer estimate the changes in the burden hour required principally by recent changes in questions NEFOP observers will ask and the level of observer coverage.  The estimates were used in the Justification for Change for the information collection titled Observer Programs’ Information That Can Be Gathered Only through Questions, which was approved under OMB Control No. 0648-0593.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197. 

Surveys and Data Collection Projects
2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey: The 2009 North Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey (an economic stated preference survey) is still in the field. The survey focuses on angler tradeoff behavior for different management programs for Northeast ground fish species (Atlantic Cod, Haddock, Pollack). Contact: Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328.

2010 Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey:  The 2010 Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey (an economic stated preference survey) is under development. Contact: Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328.

2010 Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey:  The 2010 Atlantic Saltwater Recreational Fishing Survey (an economic stated preference survey) is under development. Staff conducted focus groups in Long Island, NY. The survey focuses on angler tradeoff behavior for different management programs for summer flounder, black sea bass, and several other species. Contact: Sonia Jarvis (301) 713-2328.

2011 Angler Expenditure Survey:  The expenditure survey workgroup met via conference call to discuss possible changes to the 2006 survey questionnaire for the 2011 survey.  A number of good suggestions were made to make the survey more efficient and understandable, and appropriate to a specific region or state. Contact: Sabrina Lovell (301) 713-2328.

International Scientific Activities

Information Assistance Provided New Zealand Ministry of Fisheries, New Zealand
Staff provided Dr. Pamela Mace, Chief Scientist, New Zealand Ministry of Fisheries, with information to be used in a seminar Dr. Mace will present at the NWFSC.  The title of the seminar is Successful Fisheries Management Systems: New Zealand and the U.S.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

Response to the OECD Committee for Fisheries Request That Each Member Country Provide Estimates of Fuel Use and Subsidies for 2007/2008 Submitted: 
Staff, with input from economists at all the Fisheries Science Centers and at the Office of Sustainable Fisheries, prepared the draft of a report in response to the OECD Committee for Fisheries request that each member country provide estimates of the amount of fuel used by its commercial fishing vessels in 2007 and 2008 and information concerning its fuel subsidies for commercial fishing vessels.  The report contains descriptions of the methods used to estimate the amount of fuel used by U.S. commercial fishing vessels, the estimates for 2007 and 2008, and a brief discussion of the lack of Federal fuel subsidies for commercial fishing vessels.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197.

International Meetings

European Marine Observation and Data Network (EMODNet)
Todd O’Brien was an invited expert and participant at the EMODNet Biological Data Products Workshop in Oostende, Belgium (February 24-26).  EMODNet is interested in creating North Atlantic-focused plankton products and time series collections similar to those being produced by the global NMFS-COPEPOD database project.  EMODNet and COPEPOD will work together in the future to share data and ideas, to the benefit of both programs.  Contact:  Todd O’Brien, 301-713-2363 x174.

Canada/US Benthic Habitat Protocols Workshop
ST collaborated with the NWFSC and Fisheries and Oceans Canada to issue formal invitations to the Canadian Science Advisory Secretariat Regional Workshop to review assessment protocols on benthic habitat in the Northeast Pacific.  The workshop will be held March 16-17 in Sidney, British Columbia.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.
Information Management

Voices From the Fisheries (VFF) 
ST6 Members have finished adding some revisions and upgrades to the VFF application namely the integration of Centralized Account Management and security enhancements along with support to our stakeholders. The new release of VFF is now in testing and will be deployed to the test server when testing is complete. Contact: Tina Chang and/or Glen Taylor (301) 713-2328.
Centralized User Security API Package
Members of ST6 have been working on the Centralized User Security API Packages. The Centralized User Package allows the ability for users to have a single login for all applications that use these packages. It will promote enterprise user application account management, process and standards. It can also be utilized by other data management programs. This effort also addresses recent IT security requirements and it also responds to the recommendations that OIG made during our system security evaluations. This system has been updated with new functionality and ST6 Members have implemented this to High Seas Fishing Compliance Act Permit, Voices From the Fisheries, Highly Migratory Species, and NFCSS. Contact: Tina Chang (301) 713-2328.

DBA task and Database maintenance
ST staff member is working on a new Oracle database from release 10 to release 11. The team members are trying to migrate the entire database systems with more than 50 applications without interrupt the ST daily business. ST6 Members have also worked on F/MB application 11g migration tasks. ST6 staff members are working with F/MB staff and assist them on resolving a lot of technical issues with this migration. Contact: Tina Chang (301) 713-2328.

Website maintenance 

ST has successfully delivered the new EAP website. Members of staff and contractors worked with EOP staff in the office and implemented this new web site. ST6 members have been working on a ST site redesign, and variety web applications. Contact: Jaya Neti & Tina Chang (301) 713-2328.
Outreach and Education
Science Fair
ST staff helped judge the Sheppard Elementary School’s Science Fair, held at the NOAA Science Center.  Contact: Dennis Hansford (301) 713-2363 x217, Samantha Brooke (301) 713-2363 x 109.
Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

Review of Draft PRA/OMB Information Collection Request
Staff prepared reviewed and submitted comments on the draft PRA/OMB information collection request for the HMS fishery cost and earnings survey developed by SWFSC economists.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197. 

Proposal to Develop a Coastwide Electronic Logbook Program for the HMS Commercial Fisheries
Staff presented a proposal to develop a coast wide electronic logbook program for the HMS commercial fisheries to the PFMC Highly Migratory Species Management Team. A coastwide would substantially improve the biological and economic data for the HMS fisheries.  The proposed program would replace the current federal and state hardcopy logbook programs for the HMS fisheries.  Contact:  Joe Terry (858) 546-7197. 
Marine Debris Memorandum of Understanding

ST4 staff finalized a MOU between NMFS and NOS that establishes a framework for fisheries observers programs to collect and share information on marine debris with the NOS Marine Debris Program.  The MOU was signed by Dr. Ned Cyr and David Westerholm, Acting Director of NOS Office of Response and Restoration, and has been entered in the NOAA Policy Directive system. Contact: Samantha Brooke (301) 713-2363 x109.
Publications

Article Submitted to Environmental and Resource Economics
In collaboration with Dan Lew of the AFSC, staff submitted manuscript entitled "External Tests of Scope and Embedding in Stated Preference Choice Experiments:  An Application to Endangered Species Valuation" to the journal Environmental and Resource Economics. Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.
National Bycatch Report
ST staff will be meeting with Dr. Bill Karp and Dr. Lisa Desfosse March 1-5 to go over the comments received from NMFS leadership on the National Bycatch Report.  The 30 day review period ended January 22, 2010.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (301) 713-2363 x 109; Catherine Purcell (301) 713-2363 x 157.

Conferences and Meetings
National Habitat Assessment Workshop
Staff within ST4 worked with OHC, the Habitat ARAs, and the Restoration Center to define the Science in Support of Management portion of the workshop agenda. The agenda for the joint session with the National Stock Assessment Workshop was finalized.  Contact: Stephen Brown, Kirsten Larsen, Joe Nohner (301) 713-2363.

Pacific Seabird Group Meeting
ST4 staff co-authored a poster on NMFS seabird activities (ST4 staff provided information on NMFS observer program data collection and estimation of seabird bycatch data), presented by the National Seabird Coordinator, at the PSG’s 37th Annual Meeting February 17-20, 2010 in Long Beach, California.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (301) 713-2363 x 109.
Office of Science and Technology Personnel

New Knauss Fellows
 Kornelia Dabrowska joins ST5 as an Economist:  Kornelia Dabrowska, a Knauss Sea Grant Fellow, began work in ST5 as an economist. Kora is just finishing up her Ph.D. at Ohio State University in the Department of Environmental Science, with a focus on natural resource valuation.  She successfully defended her dissertation in February.  Contact: Kristy Wallmo (301) 713-2328.
 Joe Nohner joins ST4 as a Knauss Sea Grant Fellow:  Joe joins us from the University of Michigan, where he completed his MS thesis in April 2009, “Development of a GIS Model to Predict Muskellunge Spawning Habitat in Northern Wisconsin Lakes.”  He is working on habitat-related projects in ST.  Contact: Joe Nohner, Kirsten Larsen, Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.

Miscellaneous Activities

JPSM Short Course: Design of Experiments, February 1-2, 2010. 
ST staff attended a two-day course on design of experiments for surveys in Washington, DC sponsored by the Joint Program in Survey Methodology (UMD). Contact: Sonia Jarvis, (301) 713-2328.
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