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Budget Issues

FY10 Spend Plans: ST4 staff has completed spend plans for 2010 budget lines, covering stock assessment, surveys, observers, peer reviews, cooperative research, and habitat assessment. These lines fund internal ST programs, as well as programs implemented by the fisheries science centers.  Contacts: Stephen Brown, Allen Shimada, Mark Chandler, William Michaels, Chris Rilling (301) 713-2363; Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.
Expand Annual Stock Assessment Budget: ST4 staff coordinated development of a draft 2010 spend plan for the EASA budget line.  In addition, a presentation was made to the NMFS Science Board to establish a more formal protocol for tracking expenditures in this budget line. A call for regional coordinators was issued with a response date of February 10, 2010. Contact Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.
Science Quality Assurance

National Standards

National SSC Workshop Report on Establishing a Scientific Basis for Annual Catch Limits: http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/npfmc/misc_pub/SSCWorkshop09.pdf Contact William Michaels (301) 713-2363.
Observing Systems

Marine Recreational Information Program

National Saltwater Angler Registry: A new federal law requires most saltwater fishermen to register with the National Saltwater Angler Registry. In a coordinated effort by ST1 & ST6 the Angler Registry was launched on New Year's Day.  To register, anglers can visit http://www.countmyfish.noaa.gov and click on the Angler Registry link, or call the toll-free registration line at 1-888-MRIP411 (1-888-674-7411) from 4:00 am to 12 midnight EST daily. Anglers provide their name, date of birth, address and telephone number, and receive a registration number that allows them to begin fishing immediately. They will receive a registration card in the mail in about 30 days. During the month of January, 64,668 people were registered.  Contact: Gordon Colvin (301) 713 2328 

Fielding began on the North Carolina Pilot Project.  The goal of this project is to develop and test new data collection methodologies for the Access Point Angler Intercept Survey that will be applicable to other coastal regions including the Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and Pacific coasts, as well as Hawaii.  Contact:  Patty Zielinski (301) 713 2328
National Observer Program
National Observer Program Advisory Team (NOPAT):  ST4 staff held two conference calls in January with the NOPAT to discuss educational requirements for at-sea monitors in the Northeast multispecies fishery management plan Amendment 16 (i.e. catch shares), and FY2010 National Observer Program budget allocations. Contact: Chris Rilling (713-2363 x171)
Observer Advisory Committee (OAC): Staff will be attending the North Pacific Fishery Management Council OAC meeting on Jan. 28-29 in Seattle, WA to discuss the North Pacific Groundfish Observer Program Restructuring Implementation Plan. Contact: Chris Rilling (713-2363 x171)
Vessel Planning and Coordination

Procurement and Planning

Fishery Survey Vessel 4: NOAA accepted preliminary delivery of Bell M. Shimada on January 22, 2010.  The ship’s crew is currently loading and configuring the ship for initial at-sea training and mission trials. OMAO is negotiating with VT Halter for an interim noise ranging in tandem with Pisces final ranging at AUTEC in mid-April. Contact Allen Shimada (301) 713-7672.

Fishery Survey Vessel 5 (SEFSC Shallow-draft): OMAO anticipates that NOAA Budget will provide $3M for FSV5 planning in FY11, and support a request for construction funding in the FY12 President’s Budget. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-7672.
Fishery Survey Vessel 6 (David Starr Jordan Replacement): OMAO Platform Acquisition Division anticipates a decision for contract award by April 15, 2010. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-7672.
FSV Operations

NOAA Fleet Allocation Plan: The Fleet Working Group continues to revise the FY12 Data Call Users Guide for NOAA ship time requests with a target of sending out to the field by February 25th. The FWG data call will be issued through the PPBES Goal Teams. Contact: Allen Shimada (301) 713-2363.

Fishery Survey Vessel 3: NOAA Ship Pisces is currently outfitting for the FY10 field season and a tentative plan to undertake final noise ranging mid-April, just prior to beginning the GOM reef fish survey on May 20.  An F decision is pending whether to have Pisces support the SWFSC STAR survey in the eastern tropical Pacific departing Pascagoula MS on July 26th and returning December 23rd. Contact Allen Shimada (301) 713-7672.

Stock Assessments

Species Information System
Assessment Methods Working Group: The NMFS Assessment Methods Working Group held a conference call to discuss current issues including:  completion of a report from the 2009 workshop on natural mortality; planning the annual meeting for spring 2010; recruitment of a scientific programmer at Miami; and development of a workshop and spending plan for 2010.  Contact: Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.

Economics and Social Sciences

Surveys and Data Collection Projects

Advisory to NOAA/SEARCH Activities.  As part of the SEARCH Science Steering Committee, ST7 staff worked with the incoming SEARCH science Chair (H. Eiken) and PMEL sea ice specialists (J. Overland) to develop a Sea Ice Outlook product useful to Alaskan subsistence communities.   This follows the Chair’s earlier request for products with a specific focus on marine mammals and humans to fulfill objectives of the SEARCH/Responding element.   

Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889

Marine Mammals and Acoustics

Advisory to NOAA Acoustic Program.  ST7 staff worked with Dr. Brandon Southall and NMFS/OPR staff (Amy Scholik) to develop protocols for assessing acoustic impacts of anthropogenic sound on marine mammals.  A DRAFT NOAA Acoustic Exposure Guidance document is now in the final stages of preparation, with an internal review document scheduled for submission to OPR senior staff by mid-February   Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889 

International Scientific Activities

International Agreements

Arctic Council/CAFF-CBMP: Marine Expert Monitoring Group (MEMG).  ST7 staff contributed to the Draft Final Integrated Monitoring Plan (IMP) for the Circumpolar Marine Biodiversity Monitoring Program (CBMP), completed on 29 January 2010 . The Draft document was subsequently circulated to marine mammal specialists within NOAA and USFWS for expert review and comment over the next month. The overarching goal of the MEMG is to "promote, facilitate, coordinate and harmonize marine biodiversity monitoring activities among circumpolar countries and to improve ongoing communication amongst and between scientists, community experts, managers and disciplines both inside and outside the Arctic".   Contact: Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889.
International Meetings
Canada/US Benthic Habitat Protocols Workshop: ST4 collaborated with the NWFSC and Fisheries and Oceans Canada to develop the Terms of Reference for the Canadian Science Advisory Secretariat Regional Workshop to review assessment protocols on benthic habitat in the Northeast Pacific.  The workshop will be held March 16-17 in Sidney, British Columbia.  Contact: Stephen Brown (301) 713-2363.
Information Management

Observer Records Review: ST4 staff met with Pat Erdenberger, NOAA Record Officer, to review regional observer programs’ record retention and management schedule and need for updating. Contact: Chris Rilling (713-2363 x171), Dennis Hansford (713-2363 x217), and Samantha Brooke (713-2363 x 109)

Outreach and Education

NEMO

Intra- and Inter-Line Office and Agency Science Activities

National SSC Workshop: The 2nd National Workshop for the Scientific and Statistical Committees of the 8 regional Fishery Management Councils was held Nov 9-13 at St. Thomas, USVI.  In January, a summary of workshop was presented to the Council Coordinating Committee at its January 14 meeting in Washington, DC.  Contact Richard Methot (206) 860-3365.
NOAA-Minerals Management Sevice (MMS).  ST7 staff continued to act as liaison between NOAA/Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL), NOAA National Marine Mammal Laboratory (NMML) and the US Minerals Management Service (DoI), Alaska Region to promote coordination of two proposals (total=$ 6.4M) for research in the Alaska Chukchi Sea.  The proposals are for 5-year periods (2009-2014) and have received final approval from MMS, but are still awaiting final sign-off from NOAA before plans for the 2010 field season can get underway. Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889

Publications

National Bycatch Report: ST4 staff are reviewing comments from NMFS leadership on the National Bycatch Report by.  The 30 day review period ended January 22, 2010.  Contact: Samantha Brooke (713-2363 x 109), Catherine Purcell (713-2363 x 157).
Coastal Marine Spatial Planning Narrative: At the request of the Aquaculture Program, ST7 reviewed and commented on the document, Compiled Narrative: Coastal Marine Spatial Planning Document.  Our main concern was the lack of inclusion, except marginally, of aquaculture, both shellfish and offshore applications.  Contact: Suzanne Bolton (301 713 2363).

S. 2913: National Mercury Monitoring Program Review:  The National Mercury Monitoring Program legislation establishes a national mercury monitoring program to measure improvements in levels of contamination with improved regulation of mercury sources. The technical aspects of the legislation were well written by someone with appropriate scientific background.  In our review, a main concern was the declaration that fish were the main source of human intake. Contact: Suzanne Bolton (301 713 2363).
Conferences and Meetings

Marine Fish Conservation Network: ST4 staff met with the Marine Fish Conservation Network to discuss national and regional observer programs, observer program costs per day at sea, electronic monitoring, and the National Bycatch Report.  Contact: Chris Rilling (713-2363 x 171), Samantha Brooke (713-2363 x 109).

Alaska Marine Science Symposium.  ST7 staff participated in the Alaska Marine Science Symposium, 18-22 January, via a presentation at the Arctic Plenary Session entitled: Marine mammals and sea ice loss in the Pacific Arctic.  The symposium offered several opportunities for informal meetings with academic and government agencies planning arctic research in the Pacific sector, including: the US Arctic Commission, the Marine Mammal Commission, the MMS and researchers at UA Fairbanks and other institutions.  Follow-up activities continue with representatives of these entities.  Contact Sue.Moore@noaa.gov; 206-526-6889  

Miscellaneous Activities

Employee Worklife and Diversity Committee: ST4 staff participated in the collection and distribution of 61 backpacks containing clothing and personal items to families in need via Shepherd’s Table, a nonprofit organization that provides help to people who are homeless or in need. Contact: Dennis Hansford (713-2363 x217)

NOAA BIG: ST4 staff coordinated the collection and distribution of toys and clothing to the children of NOAA employees and St. Ann’s Infant and Maternity Home. Contact: Dennis Hansford (713-2363 x217)
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